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The newsletter of Plymouth Miniature Steam. Published quarterly (normally 
March, June, September & December) and issued free to members. Cut-off date 
for submissions is 24th of the preceding month (i.e. Feb, May, Aug & Nov). 
 
We  operate  a  ground  level  track  of  approximately  half  a  mile  in  length  at  
our  site  at  Pendeen Crescent,  Southway,  Plymouth,  with  facilities  for  3½,  5  
and  7¼  inch  gauges.  
Public running occurs on the first and third Sundays of each month, from April 
until the end of October. 
For further details and membership information, please contact Ian Jefferson 
(01752-788862) or Malcolm Preen (01752-778083). 
Current Membership Rates - Adult £25, Junior £10. 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’ (was Estover 
Community College), Plymouth, £25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. 
 
Editor:  Dave Biss, Sunnyside, The Crescent, Crapstone, YELVERTON, 

Devon, PL20 7PS. 
Tel: 01822 854433.       Email -  pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk 

Web - www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk 
We also operate an email message service within the membership; if you wish to 
join, please contact ‘the membership secretary’  
Please note that contributions reflect the views of the writer and are not 
necessarily endorsed by the Company. 
Trading Post - Members advertisements for models and other related items are 
published free.  
Non-members £1 per entry. Trade, by arrangement. All items for inclusion to be 
sent to the Editor.  
Plymouth Miniature Steam, a Company limited by guarantee, registered in 
England No. 3360128 
 
Your Committee for 2018: 

Ian Jefferson Chairman  General 
Nick Hill Vice Chairman  Bob Masters 
Ursula Brown Secretary  Chris Nash 
James Atkinson Treasurer    Alan Smith 
Selwyn Brown Track Marshal  Bob Sims 

 
 
Front cover:  Fred & Hernia basking in the Sun – Copyright J E Wigston (see page 7) 

Club Details 

mailto:pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk/
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From the Chair 
Its official, 2018 started with one of the wettest winters of recent years. And 

there were we, replacing more than 70 metres of track at Goodwin Park, 

thankfully we did get sufficient dry days to get the essential work done, leaving 

only the tidying of the surrounding ground to complete. Unfortunately the site 

took such a soaking, that we were forced to close off a very large proportion of 

the car parking for both the public running Sundays in April. Thankfully this did 

not deter our regular visitors, so we have started to rebuild our funds towards 

the next round of maintenance. Now in May, we are seeing a much warmer and 

drier spell of weather, but it is far too soon to be predicting how the rest of the 

year will progress. 

The main bit of maintenance in the 

past winter was obviously the track, 

but there was quite a lot of scheduled 

work on the locomotives and stock 

that was completed and also a fair bit 

of ad hoc work. There does however 

remain a significant amount to do and 

a lot more that we would like to do. The 

last winter has finally sounded the 

death knell for the buried signal cables 

and their underground connectors. 

Whilst temporary surface cabling is 

being used, work is already under way 

on some new facilities, the main one 

that is being constructed has attracted 

some humorous comments, being 

referred to as either “Nick’s Folly” or 

the “Punch and Judy show”. It is 

actually planned to be a cable concentration point, which will hopefully remain 

weatherproof. The latest bit of ad hoc maintenance that has come to light due 

to a small incident is that some of the joints on the older sections of track, are 

taking their toll on the Wren springs, to the point where they all need 

From the Chair  
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replacement again! Also the Easter holidays, left us with a small amount of 

vandal damage to the club house roof. Thankfully, the ‘right people’ were on 

site the next day, so the damage was quickly rectified, only leaving us to deal 

with the cost of the repair and the loss of time that could have been more 

usefully employed. 

Away from Goodwin Park, the March evening talk on the ‘Plymouth, Devonport 

and South Western Junction Railway’ proved to be very interesting, but 

unfortunately the support from the membership was rather lacking. This does 

mean that we have to reassess the viability of such events, which add value to 

being a member of the club. Thankfully, one of our senior members has 

volunteered to sponsor the next social evening, so please show your 

appreciation and support for what promises to be an interesting evening. We 

have also had to increase the admission charge, partly because of rising costs, 

but also to try to balance against the lower attendance. The details of this have 

recently been finalised and so it is that we will welcome back Stephen Fryer on 

Wednesday November 14th to hear about the history of the RAF Harrowbeer 

(Yelverton) airport. Remember that if you want us to organise events of this 

nature in the future we need to have confirmation of your support, in the form of 

your physical presence. Similarly, attendances at the school workshops on a 

Thursday evening have been a trifle short of late. Again we need to have 

sufficient numbers to be able to maintain this valuable facility and we need to 

keep a close watch on this to ensure that it remains financially viable. So please 

show your support for these and other club activities with your presence. 

As we look to the future, we are now well into the running season and the grass 

is growing rapidly, we need to keep it under control, by regular cutting. A job 

that is regularly undertaken by the ‘Tuesday gang’, this small group would 

benefit from the addition of a few more members, to allow us to remain in control 

of this challenge and take on a few of the other ‘little jobs’ that keep the site 

clean and tidy. And all too soon the summer proper will be here, whatever that 

may bring for us this year and with it our summer barbeque which is planned for 

July 8th. So come along, enjoy a day of steam and trains with some food thrown 

in for good measure, we may even be able to persuade John to do one of his 

‘specials’. As identified earlier, the passing years is taking its toll, particularly on 

From the Chair  
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our 2 Wrens, so the prospect of getting a third one is more than desirable. We 

are now in a position where we have most of the materials for the chassis; what 

is needed is effort to convert them into an actual locomotive. I have had a little 

help from one member to make some of the small components, but there are 

larger, more complex components to be tackled, so offers of help would be 

greatly appreciated. I may not be able to ‘allocate’ components immediately, but 

more offers of help could spur me to plan the construction a bit better! 

Looking to the wider world, there are 2 items that affect us and you need to be 

aware of. The first item is that a new version of the boiler test code has been 

issued. There is no change to the requirements of the test, nor to any of the 

certificates. What has changed, is that the code has been split into 3 volumes, 

the first dealing with the larger boilers (virtually all of ours), in which some of the 

wording has been updated or clarified. This is a convenient point to remind you 

that possession of a copy of this code forms part of the documentation that you 

are required to have, along with the ‘written scheme’ and certificates. 

Fortunately I do have a number of copies for distribution, so please contact me 

to collect yours; if you would prefer a PDF version to print yourself, I can let you 

have that as an alternative. The other 2 volumes of the code, cover small boilers 

(under 3 bar litre) and gas tanks. Again this is principally a documentation 

update, so we just need to be aware that these new documents exist and if 

required we use them. The second item is something that has caused me and 

probably the rest of you to receive significant amounts of correspondence from 

organisations large and small, and that is ‘GDPR’. This is an update to the data 

protection regulations and it affect all organisations that hold information about 

people. In our case that principally means our membership records. The full 

ramifications of this legislation have yet to be understood, but there will be no 

change to the information we hold, nor what it is used for. Further, we do not 

make your details available to any other organisation. As we get to grips with all 

of this, you may see a few minor changes to some of our documentation, but 

you will still have the opportunity to check what we hold at the annual renewal 

(and at any other time, by request). Please help us to keep it up to date by telling 

the membership secretary, in writing, of any changes or corrections. 

From the Chair  
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If you were at Goodwin Park on Sunday May 6th, you may have seen a visitor 

with a sketch pad, sat near the steaming bays. This happened to be the well-

known railway artist, John Wigston, who happened to be in the area for a few 

days. During the day he did a pencil sketch of our two Wrens, which could only 

be described as fantastic. It is hoped that we may be able to make copies of 

this available to members for a modest sum. 

So, what have I been up to for the past 3 months? I have to say that once again 

I find it hard to account for my time and feel that I have very little to show for it, 

even though I have had very little in the way of spare time. I have also been 

dashing around such that I hardly know what I am trying to achieve. Now, I am 

sure there was something I had to do tomorrow! Oh yes, I have a train to catch, 

for a trip around the country, see you all in a few days! 

 

Line drawing of Hernia & Fred 
Editor 

The image depicted on the front cover was drawn by railway artist John 

Wigston whilst visiting Goodwin Park (he was also visiting the South Devon 

Railway so we weren’t that privileged!). 

The photo does not do the drawing justice because I have had to edit it, 

straighten it and adjust the contrast (it was not laid flat & had a bulldog clip & 

shadows over it!). Ian’s description above of “fantastic” sums it up. 

 

If anyone is interested in a print then please contact John directly: 

J E Wigston, 8, The Butts, Stanhope, Bishop Aukland, Co Durham DL13 2UQ 

Tel: 01388 527051 

I believe hand delivery to Plymouth can be arranged for the Autumn  

Chair / Line Drawings  
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Portable Track events 

Sat 23rd June - Horrabridge June Fair (contact Rob Hitchcock) 

Sat 4th August - Loddiswell Show 

Sat/Sun 11/12th Aug  -  RAF Harrowbeer 1940’s Weekend 

Sat 27th Oct - Exeter Garden Railway Show 

Sat TBC Dec - Bere Alston Victorian Eve 

 

All are TBC and will only go ahead if enough people express an interest in 
running it & weather permitting. Please contact editor. 
 

 

For Sale 

Brass for sale 

40mm x 6mm £5 per foot - limited quantity available, all proceeds to club 

funds. 

Contact - Ian Jefferson. 

 

Books for sale 

The following books have been donated by a past member. They are for sale 

at £3 each, with proceeds going to club funds:- 

 'Manual of model steam locomotive construction' by Martin Evans. 

4th edition (1978) paperback. 

 'Model locomotive boilers, their design and construction' by Martin 

Evans. Revised edition (1976) paperback. 

Contact - Ian Jefferson. 

 
  

Portable Track/For Sale  
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Cornwood Fair in the Square (May Day) 
Photos by John Briggs 

 

 

   

Cornwood  
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An illustrated talk on  

‘RAF Harrowbeer 
(Yelverton airport)’ 

 

Will be given by Stephen Fryer, on 
 

Wednesday November 14th at 
7:30pm 

 

Derriford Church Hall 
Powisland Drive 

Derriford, PL6 6AB 
 

Entrance £2 
 

Visitors welcome. 

Club Meeting  
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Upcoming local events of interest (known to the editor!) 
 

The Boconnoc Steam Fair 
27th, 28th & 29th July 2018 
 

Steam Boats at Dartmouth Regatta 
29th August – 1st Sept 
 

Morwellham Quay - Steam, Vintage & Tractor Festival 
Saturday 22nd September & Sunday 23rd September 
 

The South Devon Railway ‘Models & Miniatures Weekend’ 
29th & 30th September 2018 
Entries are invited. Contact sdrmodelsandminis@hotmail.com for details & forms. 
 

Exeter Garden Railway Show 
Saturday 27 October 2018 
10.30 am - 4.30 pm 
The Matford Centre 
Exeter EX2 8FD 
(Free parking next to Park & Ride) 
Adults £7.00 Concessions/OAPs £6.00 Accompanied children free 
Please note we are unable to accept credit or debit cards on the door - Cash only please. 

 
  

Steam Related Events  

mailto:sdrmodelsandminis@hotmail.com
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The Man Engine Returns to 

Tavistock 
Photos by John Briggs 

     

Man Engine  
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The view from Ribblehead. 
Ian Jefferson 

Nowadays it seems that everyone has to have a ‘bucket list’. If I actually had 

one, fairly high on it would be to ride the Settle and Carlisle line with steam. So, 

when I saw that I could do it, along with a trip on the East Coast main line, with 

Flying Scotsman, I felt I had to go. And so it was that on a recent Friday, I set 

off for London at the beginning of a 1200 mile rail adventure. The run to 

Paddington, was thankfully uneventful and on time. Throughout the journey, 

there was evidence of significant tree and hedge cutting activity, some even 

occurring as we passed and throughout the remainder of the trip there was more 

such evidence, so it is clearly one of the current, major pieces of maintenance 

work, but one that will see no end! 

That afternoon, with my bags stowed in the hotel near Euston, I set off for Kings 

Cross to see the new statue of Sir Nigel Gresley, I knew there would be no time 

the next morning due to the early departure. 

Despite the debate that surrounded the final 

form of this statue, it is still a very impressive 

and imposing structure. Standing some 7ft 

high, I barely come up to the shoulder and its 

colour made photography awkward due to 

the lack of contrast against the adjacent 

brickwork. Having followed the development 

of this, I have to subscribe to the feeling that 

there is something missing that would draw 

attention to the statue, whilst I was there, no 

one else stopped to look. I was however to 

get a slight surprise in this relation the next 

day!  

LNER  
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And so it was on the Saturday morning that I joined the throng on platform one 

at Kings Cross, for the train. Knowing that the trip to York was to be hauled by 

‘modern traction’, I was slightly surprised to see a blue class 86 there. Although 

built in 1965 at Doncaster, they would not have seen service on the East Coast, 

so I wonder if this is the first 

occasion where an ‘electric 

blue’ 86 has been at Kings 

Cross on a train of maroon 

stock? This particular 

locomotive, 86259 is now 

privately owned and carries 2 

nameplates, with its original 

name ‘Peter Pan’ on one side 

and ‘Les Ross’, a later name 

on the other. 

 As expected, the run to York was quick, but still comfortable and in good 

weather very enjoyable. Once there, like many others, I hurried off to the 

museum, in my case to see the progress on Sir Nigel Gresley’s overhaul. As it 

is just over 6 months since I last saw it, there was not a lot of visible change, 

however being a Saturday 

there were a few volunteers 

there, including 3 of the team 

of juniors who were busy 

cleaning the 2 expansion 

links, overseen by one of the 

regular engineers. It was 

good to see that there are 

some youngsters prepared 

to ‘get their hands dirty’ whilst 

learning and helping to 

preserve history. 

Then as I headed back towards the station, I did a slight double take when I 

spotted something on Sir Nigel’s running plate. On later inspection of the 

LNER  
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photograph it turned 

out that it was a 

wooden model of a 

Mallard Duck, 

precisely as was 

proposed for inclusion 

with the statue of Sir 

Nigel Gresley and 

beside that a ‘Heath 

Robinson’ sketch 

which I take to be on 

the subject of 

locomotive 

maintenance. It proves that someone does have a sense of humour!  As a final 

check, a quick look through one of the windows, verified that ‘Scotsman was in 

the museum yard, almost 

ready to move out and 

collect the stock. So I 

headed for the footbridge 

over Leeman Road, 

knowing it was a good 

vantage point to see the 

north end of the station. 

Then it was simply a matter 

of waiting and watching the 

other traffic. One unusual 

movement was a group of 

5 Freightliner class 66s 

heading north, at least it 

made a change from the 

Scarborough shuttles!  

LNER  
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Significantly later than scheduled, ‘Scotsman came back through the station, 

heading to the carriage sidings. I managed to get a few photographs and then 

went back to the platform to await her arrival. We waited and waited and 

watched many movements, including a class 47 going south. Eventually a 

plume of smoke heralded our train’s approach and so she rolled in to platform 

11, hauling 12 coaches and the class 47! The reason for the delay turned out to 

be related to getting that 47 onto the train. Eventually, half an hour late, we left 

York; out of position, the prospect of arriving on time seemed to be failing. 

However brisk running northwards, the absence of a planned timing stop near 

Darlington and a prompt water stop at Heaton, saw us back on time by the 

Berwick water stop. And so to the last leg of the journey onwards to Edinburgh 

Waverly, a slight delay on the approach, saw us arrive just 4 minutes late. And 

so ended day one of the real adventure, as we all headed for our respective 

hotels, whilst ‘Scotsman and her crew headed for a short night at Portobello. 

On Sunday, ‘Scotsman was booked to do 3 runs round the ‘Fife circle’. This is 

a 70 mile figure of 8, starting at Waverly, crossing the Forth bridge, then through 

Inverkeithing, Kirkcaldy, Glenrothes, Cowdenbeath, Dunfermline and Rosyth (or 

reverse) before returning over the Forth bridge, then round the south side of 

Edinburgh on a suburban line, before returning to Waverly. In between each 

run, a loop around the suburban line provided time to tidy the coaches and take 

water, before the next run. Totalling about 300 miles in 13 hours, this was not 

fast, but quite a bit of work for both locomotive and crews. This gave me a 

number of opportunities to photograph her departure from the west end of 

Waverly station. Unfortunately, in the last couple of years, the trees have grown 

significantly, so there were more visual obstructions to avoid, the result was that 

whilst I did get some photographs, they are all compromised in some way. I 

could not photograph the last run as I was on it! This was most enjoyable and 

because of the tight turn at Thornton Junction, it gave one of the few chances 

of the weekend where if you wanted to, you could see both ends of the train! 

Monday and ’Scotsman got a rest. But other visits had been planned and I had 

opted to go and see ‘Britannia’ at Leith. If you have never been, it does give you 

an opportunity to see this iconic ship, which is being maintained by a group of 

volunteers and they have quite a challenge to keep everything in near pristine 

LNER  
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condition. As with any such attraction, compromises have to be made, so a large 

tea room has been created on an upper deck and you can even hire the dining 

room. You do get to see the contrasts on board, at one extreme you have the 

state rooms, which have been well publicised, but there are also the 

accommodation areas for the crew which are distinctly spartan by comparison, 

although they will still be generous by some naval standards even if they were 

planned almost 70 years ago. Back in Edinburgh, it was time to get ready for 

the journey home and that meant a little bit of shopping! Some things have 

changed in recent years, 

perhaps the most noticeable 

being the return of trams to the 

streets. There is essentially 

only a single route through the 

centre, which runs out to the 

west as far as the airport, the 

service is quite frequent with 

at least one in each direction 

every 5 minutes and the 

modern design gives quite a 

high capacity. 

Tuesday and the journey home started. An early breakfast, as we had to be on 

the platform just after 7am; again a little behind time the 47 brought the train in 

from Portobello and after a short wait we set off, for Carlisle, but going east! 

Presumably to avoid scheduled traffic, we went back around the suburban line 

to the south of Edinburgh before heading west for Carlisle. As far as Carstairs, 

the running was easy and it was good to be able to look at the countryside as 

we rolled along. We then had to wait a few minutes for our slot on the 

southbound West Coast main line. A short sprint to Abington loop to allow faster 

services to pass, then the climb to Beattock before another wait in the loop. 

Once clear of here it was largely downhill to the water stop at Lockerbie, finally 

a run through Gretna to arrive in Carlisle just a minute late. A short break 

allowed those who wanted, to take a walk into town for lunch, personally I opted 

for an ice-cream! Carlisle was actually the first opportunity to get reasonably 

LNER  
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close to ‘Scotsman and get some photographs, as things were not quite so busy 

and the platforms are quite well sized. During this break, ‘Scotsman was 

prepared for the assault on the drag up to Ais Gill, then with the stock ready, 

‘Scotsman came back to join the train and we headed off southwards.  

As we headed out from 

Carlisle, we passed 8F 

48151, which had just 

brought that day’s 

‘Dalesman’ from Settle. 

The southbound climb is 

almost 50 miles and 

rises to 1170 feet at the 

Ais Gill summit. Initially, 

the line follows the valley 

of the river Eden, 

through farming country, 

but soon high ground could be glimpsed to the east. Continuing on, the 

landscape gradually changed as we climbed, farming land continued to the 

west, but to the east it opened out to wide valleys rising towards the Pennines. 

About 30 miles out of Carlisle, we stopped at Appleby, on a short level stretch, 

where the old water tank and crane are still in situ and operational. It was also 

the best opportunity to 

get photographs as 

there were very few 

people on the 

platform, other than 

passengers from the 

train. And from the 

footbridge it was 

possible to see the 

entire train strung out 

along the line.    

LNER  
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Once we left Appleby, we 

continued to climb, all the 

way to Ais Gill, near Kirby 

Stephen station. Here the 

land to the east became 

even more desolate and the 

Pennines gradually got 

closer. Having followed the 

Eden valley on the climb, we 

now began the descent, 

following the River Ribble. 

Past Dent, the descent began in earnest, through the mile and a half of Blea 

Moor tunnel and out onto 

the famous Ribblehead 

Viaduct. Running onto 

the viaduct, it could be 

seen curving away to the 

left, and the view to either 

side was spectacular 

indeed, being 100 feet 

above the valley floor; 

the view continued to 

change as we travelled 

around its quarter mile 

length.  

The last 15 miles from here is all downhill, to Settle and Hellifield, where we 

stopped again for water. The contrast from here was dramatic as we ran through 

the outskirts of Clitheroe and Blackburn, before re-joining the West Coast main 

line at Preston. It was here that we said farewell to Flying Scotsman and met up 

again with Peter Pan. I took advantage of the stop to venture onto the footbridge 

to say my farewell, where I overheard a slightly bemused person almost 

shouting into their phone that they has just seen a steam engine and it was the 

LNER  
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‘Flying Scotchman’! 

Once again crowds 

thronged the 

platform end so the 

view from the 

footbridge was 

perhaps the best 

option.  

As afternoon headed 

into evening, Peter 

Pan hurried the now 

shortened train back 

to Euston where we were due to arrive at 10pm. All went well, but I have to say 

that Mark 1 coaches, even on roller bearing Commonwealth bogies, do not take 

kindly to speeds over 90mph! We stopped briefly at Crewe, for a crew change 

and I was slightly surprised to see the only surviving production APT set parked 

up at the Heritage Centre, whilst in the station was one of the new sets for the 

‘Elizabeth Line’ (Crossrail); unfortunately I had tidied my camera away by this 

time as it was turning to dusk. We finally arrived in Euston on time and headed 

off to collect our bags, which had been brought down by road, as there was no 

luggage capacity on the train. I was glad to get out of the shopping centre that 

passes as Euston station, it has to be my least favourite station! And so, back 

to the hotel for the final night. After a leisurely breakfast on Wednesday, I 

headed back to Paddington for the final 250 miles back home, which highlighted 

the improvements in ride and sound insulation that occurred in the years 

between the Mark 1 and HST coaches when at higher speeds! But you still 

cannot better the style and character, especially when accompanied by at table 

‘silver service’. 

So one off my bucket list? Yes, I have travelled the Settle & Carlisle with steam, 

but above all, it was an enjoyable few days and a very big birthday present to 

myself! My thanks have to go to those individuals and organisations that made 

all this happen; I acknowledge that it is no small feat! 

LNER  
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Britannia crew quarters 

and laundry! 
Photos by Ian Jefferson 

  

LNER  
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News from the East 
Mike & Anne Malleson  

    The East Somerset Society (ESSMEE) held its first Spring Open Weekend 

on 21st and 22nd April. We were blessed with wonderful weather except for a 

short sharp shower on Saturday midday, and the rest of the time was full of 

activity, with the 20 or so traction engines enjoying the freedom of the extensive 

tarmac roads within the Bath and West Showground, and the locos enjoying 

frequent circuits of the recently repaired contractor-damaged track, huge thanks 

to all those who battled against foul weather to complete this work. Once again 

Richard Knott from Poole came with his Stanley Steam Car, giving many rides 

over the two days. The Club ladies did sterling service from start to finish serving 

bacon rolls and coffee to enginemen who had travelled from afar and were in 

need of a rapid stoking up, and everyone else who couldn’t resist the lavish fare 

served up, including all the cakes provided. Some £400 was raised by them to 

go towards the purchase of a special carriage for our disabled passengers, 

which is now on order. 

    We were delighted to welcome a number of visitors from Devon & Cornwall, 

including Simon & Chris Mace, Dave Biss and John Bennet, and we hope to 

see them again at our Autumn Open Weekend in October, together with other 

members from Plymouth. We will notify you with the details later this year. 

    Last year, the Club’s new loco ‘Mendip’ was completed and met the challenge 

of four days’ work at The Royal Bath and West show. Since then minor 

modifications have been carried out and she is now ready for this year’s event, 

May 30 - June 2nd. The Show is ESSMEE’s main source of annual income and 

both club and privately owned motive power do sterling service from 10.00 to 

18.00 each day. 

    Two of our visitors – Simon Mace and Pete Devrell – sent us videos which they took 

over the weekend. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AcOubMSjTsc&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZrilWXhtqQ&feature=youtu.be 

 Best wishes, Mike and Anne Malleson.   

Pictures follow: 

Bath & West  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AcOubMSjTsc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZrilWXhtqQ&feature=youtu.be
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Bath & West  
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Bath & West  
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Quiz Time 
Ian Jefferson 

First, the solution to that crazy challenge:- 

The engine that has had its fire drawn is number 5. Consequently it remains in 

the same position. The remaining locomotives move to the vacant position in 

the following sequence: 7 – 6 – 3 – 7 – 6 – 1 – 2 – 4 – 1 – 3 – 8 – 1 – 3 – 2 – 4 – 

3 – 2. 17 moves in total. I have tried it (on paper) and it works! 

(. . . and I bet you all got that one! Ed) 

Now for a realistic challenge that would be well worth modelling:- 

2 trains approach each other on a single line, they each consist of an engine, 

29 wagons and a brake van. A single siding is available, but it can only 

accommodate 11 vehicles. How can the trains pass each other, keeping the 

vehicles in the same order, to ensure correct delivery at their destination? And 

as the loads are fragile, no fly or pole shunting is allowed! Again solution next 

time. 

  

Bath & West/Quiz  
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CNC/CAD Machining 
John Briggs 

I was invited to join an arranged visit in March to a factory in Launceston that 

has invested in fourteen fully automatic digitally controlled double headed 

machines. The owner started his business in one industrial unit over forty years 

ago using the old style cam operated machines. At that time it took four days 

from receipt of the drawings before starting production as a new set of cams 

often had to be made ‘in house’ to program the machines. Using the new digital 

machines has reduced this time to just two hours. 

The business has steadily expanded into a total of three industrial units able to 

accommodate all fourteen machines the largest of which offers forty different 

tool choices and cost £400,000. All the machines are programmed to run 

continuously overnight, carry out self-measurement checks and to automatically 

reset themselves to compensate for any tool wear. 

 During our visit, stainless steel connectors were 

in production for hydraulic systems in Caterpillar 

machinery. Using self-feeding stainless steel bar 

each fitting took between forty three seconds 

and two and a half minutes to produce, the most 

complicated requiring internal and external 

threading, several different diameters and fine drillings. The story goes that this 

contract was lost to a Chinese company several years ago 

until Caterpillar reported heavy leakages in their hydraulics. 

On investigation, it was found that the Chinese had used mild 

steel instead of stainless steel which they had found 

impossible to use; the contract came back to Launceston 

where it remains. 

The CAD machinery in use is manufactured in Worcester by 

Mazak, a Japanese company. Their accuracy is checked in 

the quality control office using a £60,000 measuring 

instrument that rejects anything that is out of roundness by 

more than five microns. (A micron is one millionth of a metre).   

CNC  
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Plymouth Miniature Steam members at Launceston 

Steam Rally 
Photos by john Briggs 

 

 

  

Lanson  
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Club Diary Dates 2018 
1/7/2018 Public Running Sunday 

5/7/2018       End of Summer Term – TorBridge High 

8/7/2018 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 

8/7/2018   Summer Barbeque  

15/7/2018 Public Running Sunday 

5/8/2018 Public Running Sunday 

19/8/2018 Public Running Sunday 

24/8/2018 Autumn Magazine press date 

2/9/2018 Public Running Sunday 

9/9/2018 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 

13/9/2018       * Torbridge High –Start of Autumn Term 

16/9/2018 Public Running Sunday and exhibition 

7/10/2018 Public Running Sunday 

14/10/2018 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 

18/10/2018       * Torbridge High – last of first half term 

21/10/2018 Public Running Sunday 

01/11/2018       * Torbridge High – start of second half of term 

11/11/2018 Committee meeting 

14/11/2018  Members’ Evening 

Dates marked * are subject to confirmation 

 
The "Tuesday Gang" 
Meet weekly at the track from 10:15 to 12:15. The jobs tackled include mowing, 
DIY on the building, maintenance of locos and rolling stock, painting bridges etc.  
 
PMS Club Meetings 
Wednesday November 14th – Members’ Evening – Talk: ‘History of RAF 
Harrowbeer (Yelverton)’, Derriford Church Hall, Powisland Drive. PL6 6AB, 
7:30pm. Visitors welcome. 
 

Workshop Evenings 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’, Plymouth. 
£25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. Thursday eves (6:30-8:30pm) during 
term time. 

Diary Dates  


