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The newsletter of Plymouth Miniature Steam. Published quarterly (normally 
March, June, September & December) and issued free to members. Cut-off date 
for submissions is 24th of the preceding month (i.e. Feb, May, Aug & Nov). 
 
We  operate  a  ground  level  track  of  approximately  half  a  mile  in  length  at  
our  site  at  Pendeen Crescent,  Southway,  Plymouth,  with  facilities  for  3½,  5  
and  7¼  inch  gauges.  
Public running occurs on the first and third Sundays of each month, from April 
until the end of October. 
For further details and membership information, please contact Ian Jefferson 
(01752-788862) or Malcolm Preen (01752-778083). 
Current Membership Rates - Adult £25, Junior £10. 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’ (was Estover 
Community College), Plymouth, £25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. 
 
Editor:  Dave Biss, Sunnyside, The Crescent, Crapstone, YELVERTON, 

Devon, PL20 7PS. 
Tel: 01822 854433.       Email -  pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk 

Web - www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk 
We also operate an email message service within the membership; if you wish to 
join, please send an email to jbmon@btinternet.com  
Please note that contributions reflect the views of the writer and are not 
necessarily endorsed by the Company. 
Trading Post - Members advertisements for models and other related items are 
published free.  
Non-members £1 per entry. Trade, by arrangement. All items for inclusion to be 
sent to the Editor.  
Plymouth Miniature Steam, a Company limited by guarantee, registered in 
England No. 3360128 
Your Committee for 2018: 

Ian Jefferson Chairman  General 
Nick Hill Vice Chairman  Bob Masters 
Ursula Brown Secretary  Chris Nash 
John Briggs / 
James Atkinson 

Treasurer    Alan Smith 

Selwyn Brown Track Marshal  Bob Sims 

 
 
Front cover:  Concrete laying – Photo Ian Jefferson (more details page 7) 

Club Details 

mailto:pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk/
mailto:jbmon@btinternet.com
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Portable Track 
Mon 7th May  – Cornwood Fair in the Square 

Sun 3rd June – Tavistock Steam Fair 

Sat 9th June  – Buckland Monachorum Summer Fair 

Sat 16th June  – Meavy Oak fair 

Sat 4th August – Loddiswell Show 

Sat/Sun 11/12th August – RAF Harrowbeer 1940’s Weekend 

 

All are TBC and will only go ahead if enough people express an interest in running it. 

Please contact editor. 

Contents 
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From the Chair 

February and time for another magazine. On this occasion, I am able to start 

with congratulations. One of our younger members, Reece Burgess has had an 

item published in ‘Engineering in Miniature’ Reece has been working on a model 

tram, with components laser cut from MDF. You may remember that he showed 

it to us at last year’s Bits ‘n Pieces evening and now he has gone international! 

He has set the rest of us quite a challenge. Well done Reece and keep it up! 

Back down to earth at Goodwin Park, we have been very busy. Despite one of 

the wettest winters of recent years, a large portion of the track was dug out last 

year, ready for replacement. This year, after preparing the foundation trench, a 

good turnout of members at the end of January helped to lay more than 16 tons 

of concrete in just over 3 hours. Because of the location, pumping was the only 

sensible option, after all, barrowing such an amount of concrete through 100 

yards of mud did not bear thinking about! Now in mid-February, we are starting 

to lay the new rails onto this base and by the time you read this we will hopefully 

have it all laid and have started laying the screed. There are a couple of other 

areas that are giving cause for concern and the plan is to do spot repairs on 

these as well. Most of this work has been done by quite a small band of 

volunteers, turning out with great regularity, sometimes in appalling conditions, 

only sustained by our resident chef. The lunches that have been served up by 

John on some of these days have been exemplary, to the extent that we have 

asked that he commit some of the recipes to these pages for us all to try! So 

look out for the forthcoming ‘cookery page’! But we are not resting at that; 

thoughts are already turning to the work that may be required at the end of this 

year, as long as nothing else declares itself ‘essential’. 

Of course the track is just the most obvious piece of maintenance that is under 

way, there is more that needs regular attention and hopefully by the time this 

reaches you, the scheduled work on the locomotives and stock will have been 

completed and we will have moved on to some of the jobs that are just urgent. 

We have to remember that these still need to be done, otherwise we could be 

faced with problems in the near future. Again this is being done by members of 

From the Chair  
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the same small group of volunteers, so progress is inevitably, not quick. We 

must thank those who have assisted in any of this year’s maintenance work. 

But one more member of this group on each of the working days could speed 

progress significantly. In between times, a small amount of progress is being 

made on the third Wren with a few items having recently been completed by a 

member who volunteered his services following my last appeal. Again I do have 

a few items ready for manufacture, so more volunteers would be welcomed and 

if more volunteers come forward, I will just have to work through the drawings 

to match parts to volunteers. 

On the administrative front, I was able to report at the AGM that we have now 

secured a new lease on Goodwin Park, which will take our tenure though to 

2043! I just have to get this lodged with the Land Registry. Inevitably, as this is 

looking forward by 25 years, we have to think not just what we are going to do 

in that time, but also who is going to do it? Which brings me on to the fact that 

we will lose some members of the committee over the next few years, so will 

need volunteers to come forward to fill these vacancies. We have already had 

the challenge of finding a new treasurer and John will be handing over 

responsibility to James through the coming months. Not all committee members 

have such a significant role, so please do consider whether you could spare 

that little extra time to help guide your club through the coming years. A side 

effect of the work to obtain the new lease is that our profile has been appreciably 

raised with some of the local councillors. We are now seen as a significant asset 

to the local community, in recognition of which we have been given small 

donations from the funds they control, to help offset our maintenance costs. We 

have to thank them for this bit of help. 

So, as we look forward to the 2018 season, we have to thank those of you who 

renewed their membership promptly and hope that this magazine will act as a 

reminder to those who may have misplaced the first notice. The AGM was quite 

well supported and amongst other decisions taken was to establish the charity 

that we will be supporting for 2018 and 19. This will be ‘The Snowdrop Appeal’, 

which aims to provide facilities at Derriford hospital for families who have lost 

babies through stillbirth or neonatal death. For the benefit of newer members, 

the support we provide, is to place publicity and collection facilities in the 

From the Chair  
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clubhouse and to donate the rides takings from one public running Sunday 

(usually the third Sunday in September). I would remind you that we are always 

on the lookout for nominations of small, local charities that may benefit from 

support, so if you have a ‘pet’ charity, then please let me know and it can be 

added to the list of candidates for future years. 

So with the start of the running season looming large ahead of us, we have an 

amount maintenance to complete before the first public Sunday on April 1st. But 

before then, we have also managed to reschedule the talk that was deferred 

from November. Thus, the talk on the ‘Plymouth, Devonport and South Western 

Junction Railway’ will now be held on Tuesday March 13th at Derriford Church 

Hall, Powisland Drive at 7:30pm. This certainly promises to be an interesting 

evening, so please come along and lend your ears! And finally remember that 

we will need all the help that you can provide once the running season starts. 

Enjoy your hobby and I hope to see you all soon. 

Your committee for 2018: 

Ian Jefferson Chairman 
Nick Hill Vice Chairman 
Ursula Brown Secretary 
John Briggs Treasurer  * 
Selwyn Brown Track Marshal 
Bob Masters  
Chris Nash  
Alan Smith  
Bob Sims  

 

*  John will be transferring the treasurer’s responsibilities to James Atkinson through the 

Year and James will join the committee in the middle of the year. 

 

 

  

From the Chair  
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Track Work 
Ian Jefferson 

 

 

Above: The first 8 tons about to enter the pump            

Right: The other end of the pipe where it all came out    

Below: Some of the concrete gang 

  

  

Track Work  
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New track starts to appear 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shed road track ready for screeding 

Track Work  
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Winter work update 22nd Feb 2018 
John Briggs 

1. Work will be ongoing at the track this weekend 10 am - 3 pm; there is the 

bonus of really fresh air direct from Siberia on Sunday. (The forecast was right! - Ed) 

2. Last weekend Nick and Bob had prepared the site for several days during the 

week; joined by junior member Adam, who has been with them every 

weekend since October gaining 

increasing experience using power 

tools, welding gear and measuring 

tools, they tackled a new defect 

found during the week. 

There is a 0.125” drop over the 

joint, enough to shatter some 

springs and on the lower track which puts the whole railway out of action. 

After inspection, the foundation was found to be satisfactory so the line 

has been raised, 

pinned and welded - 

a much faster repair 

than first thought. By 

this time junior 

member Jack had 

turned up producing 

enough manpower 

to start the cement 

screeding. 

 

Track Work  
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 On Sunday the gang of 3 were joined 

as usual by the chairman so all the 

new rail was lifted into position. 

As the mist cleared junior member 

Robin turned up from St Austell with 

his grandfather to join Adam. 

Good progress for the weekend 

means hopes are still high to open the 

railway on Easter Day the 1st April. 

JB 

 

  

Track Work  
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Other tasks that need doing.  

Leaf clearance. 

The leaves laying on the track need to be removed, either by 
sweeping or using the leaf blower. Once removed, they need to 
collected and piled up where they are unlikely to be blown back onto 
the track. 

Club house 
cleaning. 

Any graffiti that has been drawn onto the club house needs to be 
removed, using water and a brush. 

Bridge 
maintenance. 

The bridge into the site needs to have the wood painted in wood 
preserver (creosote).  Note: gloves and safety glasses must be worn 
when doing this. 

Drainage sump 
check. 

After heavy rain, the ‘sump’ under the site entrance bridge needs to 
be checked for silt build up.  If the drainage pipe is covered with silt, 
this needs to be dug out. 

Drainage trench. 
The vegetation in the drainage trench needs to cut down and 
removed, then any silt build up on the concrete base needs to be 
removed. 

Site maintenance. 
Any tree(s) or branches that have been identified (red or yellow paint) 
needs to be cut down and the material stacked neatly out of the way. 

General site 
cleaning. 

Cleaning up the site of any rubbish left on the site. 

Kingsbridge & District Light Railway 
Dave Biss 

 

The new 5” & 7 ¼” gauge railway is now operational along the quay at 
Kingsbridge. It is on the opposite bank to the original line which ran in the 
1970’s. Usually battery electric but apparently steam has run on it.  

Other Tasks/Kingsbridge Railway  
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Track Gang Lunch 
John Briggs 

The Track Gang lunch at weekends varies from B-B-Q items to soups and casseroles. 
The recipe for the favourite soup has been requested and that turns out to be a Russian 
soup called Borscht. The ingredients listed will serve 6:- 

1 onion, chopped; 450g of raw beetroot, peeled and chopped; 2 celery sticks, chopped; 
1/2 red pepper, chopped; 115g mushrooms, chopped; 1 large cooking apple, chopped; 
25g/2 tbsp butter; 30ml/2 tbsp sunflower oil; 2 litres vegetable stock; 5ml/1 tsp cumin 
seeds; a pinch of dried thyme; 1 large bayleaf; fresh lemon juice; salt and pepper. 

1. Place the chopped vegetables and apple in a large saucepan with the butter, oil and 
45 ml of the stock. Cover and cook gently for about 15 minutes shaking the pan 
occasionally. 

2. Stir in the cumin seeds and cook for one minute, then add the remaining stock, the 
thyme, bayleaf, lemon juice and seasoning to taste. 

3. Bring the mixture to the boil, then cover the pan and turn down the heat to a gentle 
simmer. Cook for about 30 minutes. 

4. Strain the vegetables removing the bayleaf and reserve the liquid. Process the 
vegetables in a food processor or blender until they are smooth and creamy. 

5. Return the vegetables to the pan, add the reserved stock and reheat. Check the 
seasoning. 

Cook’s Tip: The flavour matures and improves if it is made the day before it is needed. 
The stunning colour can be garnished using soured cream if desired. Track lunches are 
by donation and do not incur a charge to club funds. 

JB 

  

Chef’s Corner  
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Through the Gauge Glass . . . 
Dave Biss 

As we look through the gauge glass, it can change our view of the world the 
other side. The lower part filled with water magnifies and distorts what is 
behind it. A thin line becomes much wider and diagonal lines can change 
direction. Indeed these effects are often put to good use to improve the 
readability of the gauge. My thoughts then turned to scale. Not the build-up 
that can occur and give a false reading but the relative size of models. 

I grew up with 5” gauge but the scale can vary depending on what you are 
modelling; approximately 1:12 for standard gauge or 1:5 for 2’ gauge. Of 
course in our corner of the world, the “standard” 4’ 8¼” is considered as 
narrow gauge (compared with Brunel’s 7’ ¼”).  

A standard gauge model in 5” gauge is approximately the same scale as a 
narrow gauge model in 7/8th’s scale on 45mm gauge and both can use doll’s 
house people & tools etc. 

There now seems to be a trend for modelling miniature railways and here is an 
example by Ti Daley at our club exhibition in Sept. 

A perception of scale  
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Conversely, I myself have built a 5” gauge loco based on a 16mm scale 
freelance model. So is my model at 1:5 or is it 5:1? I suspect 1:5, as the full size 
loco is imaginary?  

So where do the boundaries lie? A young lad once said to me that 3 ½“ gauge 
& above are “full size” based on the fact that you travel on the train and viewed 
32mm & 45mm gauge etc as miniature. GL5 are a great group and go to great 
lengths to ensure everything is exact and to scale. Whilst running a complete 
railway in miniature and to a timetable is good fun, they don’t seem to mind 
the giant sat on the tender, leading coach or wagon? Another group “minimal 
railways” seek to create a full size industrial narrow gauge railway on anything 
less than 15” gauge, mainly 7 ¼” & 5” gauge. That said, there are plenty of 
models that have been built in 15” (& even 18”) gauge. The Romney, Hythe & 
Dymchurch Railway runs “miniature locos” and provides a public service 
including, until recently, a school train. 

As there are 5” & 7 ¼“ gauge lines claiming to be full size lines because the 
locos & rolling stock are “ride in” and not to scale, where do freelance models 
stand? They are not a model of anything specific, so are they full size? Away 
from railways, is a freelance 6” scale traction engine a scale model or full size? 
After all the driver sits in the cab & drives it on the road. 

There was a model of the Bismarck displayed at the Liskeard Exhibition on 
several occasions which as I recall was 16’ long with 2x Sinclair C5 motors and 
the operator sat inside! As many of you will know I have two steam boats, the 
smaller of which is 10’ LOA and the plans for the hull are for a miniature motor 
launch and yet it is classed as full size. It is possible for different scales & even 
full size (whatever that means!) to look acceptable together, as in the next 
photo taken at Buckfastleigh with a full size carriage & shed in the background.  

Some people working in the smaller scales (O gauge / 16mm / G scale / Gauge 
1 often worry about the correct size of driver. In my view full size drivers vary 
from <4ft to >6ft so there really is a lot of room for error. 

A perception of scale  
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I do recall a series of articles for building a 16mm scale model of a De-Winton 
loco. In the last instalment, the author said something along the lines of: “A 
number of people have written in and complained about my mixed use of 
imperial & metric dimensions. I have simply tried to use the most appropriate 
or standard size. Anyway I think it is difficult to take this complaint seriously 
when we are working to a scale of 16mm:1ft.” 

This is a hobby & we should all be having fun & playing together. The saying “if 
it looks right, it is right” is probably very apt here. 
 

Just like Alice in Wonderland, I’ll keep eating cake until I am small enough to fit 
in that cab – well, that’s my excuse! 

 

A perception of scale  
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An illustrated talk on the 

‘Plymouth, Devonport and 
South Western Junction 

Railway’ 
 

Will be given by Stephen Fryer, on 
 

Tuesday March 13th at 7:30pm 
 

Derriford Church Hall 
Powisland Drive 

Derriford, PL6 6AB 
 

Entrance £1 
 

Visitors welcome 

Club Meeting  
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Ticketing Mysteries 
John Briggs 

My preferred mode of travel is by train, but cheaper tickets never seem to be available 
from Plymouth to anywhere, with the possible exception of occasional trips to London. 

Last year we planned a visit to Cumbria, but, using a railcard and three months in 
advance, the best I could do was a return ticket at £200 each. It occurred to me that 
my daughter - living in Coventry, seems able to get cheap train tickets to everywhere. 
Sure enough I very quickly found a return from Coventry to Windermere for just £26 
each. In total we took the electric car to Coventry and back for £14 in electricity 
charges, plus two rail tickets for £52 making the combined travel cost of £66, 
comparing very favourably with £400 by rail only. 

A friend tells me that he used www.splitticketing.com very successfully to reduce the 
price by 50%; The Plymouth machine spewed out sixteen tickets for two adults from 
Plymouth to Cumbria and return, but they stayed on the same train although changing 
seats and a carriage just once. Whilst writing this article I did try using the site but it 
appeared to be out of order and I was unable to make any progress. If anyone has any 
other good ideas do let us know. JB 
 

Editor’s  contribution:  

Indeed John, the rail ticketing is a minefield. 

GWR had a "January Sale" and I managed to get a 1st class return to Paddington for 
£60. Approx 7am from Plymouth & 5pm from Paddington. Peak times on a Friday and 
normally £400! (£270 2nd class). I was not quick enough for 2nd class at £24! 
I bumped into at least 5 other local model engineers on the same train, as we were all 
headed to Alexandra Palace! 

A few weeks ago I went to Birmingham for work (which was why I missed the AGM) & 
decided to try 1st class so I could get some urgent work done on the train. With the 
split tickets (there are various websites) I got 1st class cheaper than usual 2nd class, 
even after they charged £35 booking fee which was a percentage of my saving of £370! 
The split tickets do not appear to save anything on London journeys. 
Advance tickets to Salisbury/Southampton can be cheaper 1st class than 2nd class!   
Dave  

Fare ’s Fair?  
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Quiz Time 
Ian Jefferson 

First, the solution to last time’s quiz:- 

Engine pushes horse-box up to neck AA, returns and pushes the carriage truck up to 

the horse-box. With all coupled together, they are drawn down to a point between B 

and C. The horse-box is uncoupled and then the carriage truck is drawn forward and 

placed in the neck AA. The engine then returns, couples to the horse-box, draws it 

forward and pushes it to the location where the carriage truck was: it then returns via 

C and B and draws the carriage truck to where the horse-box was. Finally the engine 

returns to its starting location. 

 

Now for a crazy puzzle:- 

The diagram represents the engine yard of a railway company under somewhat 

eccentric management. The engines are only allowed to be stationary at the nine 

points indicated, one of which is currently vacant. It is required to move the engines 

from point to point, one at 

a time, in 17 moves, so that 

all 8 engines will be in 

numerical sequence 

around the circle, with the 

central location being left 

vacant. Unfortunately one 

of the engines has had its 

fire drawn, so that it cannot 

move. The central location 

is thankfully a turntable! 

How is this to be done? And 

which is the engine that 

remains stationary?   Again, 

solution, next time.  Good 

Luck!  

Shunting Challenge  
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And Finally . . .  

Above: “Yarnton Yard Feb 1963 Bob (Driver)” – Photo 

supplied by Alan Davis (Bob’s Son) and was taken near 

Oxford. Real snow & ice in those days! 

 

 

Left: Departure board spotted at Alresford Station on 

the Watercress line. You may need to be a certain age 

to understand? 

  

And Finally . . .  
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Club Diary Dates 2018 

 
The "Tuesday Gang" 
Meet weekly at the track from 10:15 to 12:15. The jobs tackled include mowing, 
DIY on the building, maintenance of locos and rolling stock, painting bridges etc.  
 
PMS Club Meetings 
Tuesday March 13th – Members’ Evening - Talk – The Plymouth Devonport & 
South Western Junction Railway. Derriford Church Hall, Powisland Drive. PL6 6AB, 
7:30pm. Visitors welcome. 
 

Workshop Evenings 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’, Plymouth. 
£25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. Thursday eves (6:30-8:30pm) during 
term time. 

11/3/2018 Committee meeting 
13/3/2018  Members’ Evening - Talk – The Plymouth Devonport & 

South Western Junction Railway. Derriford Church Hall  

22/3/2018       End of Spring Term – TorBridge High 
01/4/2018   Public Running Sunday        (Easter Sunday) 
8/4/2018 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 
15/4/2018 Public Running Sunday 
19/4/2018       Start of Summer Term – TorBridge High 
6/5/2018 Public Running Sunday 
13/5/2018 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 
17/5/2018       Torbridge High – last of first half term 
20/5/2018 Public Running Sunday 
24/5/2018 Summer Magazine press date 
3/6/2018 Public Running Sunday 
7/6/2018       Torbridge High – start of second half of term 
10/6/2018 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 
17/6/2018    Public Running Sunday         (Father’s day) 
1/7/2018 Public Running Sunday 
5/7/2018       End of Summer Term – TorBridge High 
8/7/2018 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 
8/7/2018  *TBC Summer Barbeque  
15/7/2018 Public Running Sunday 

Diary Dates  


