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The newsletter of Plymouth Miniature Steam. Published quarterly (normally 
March, June, September & December) and issued free to members. Cut-off date 
for submissions is 24th of the preceding month (i.e. Feb, May, Aug & Nov). 
 
We  operate  a  ground  level  track  of  approximately  half  a  mile  in  length  at  
our  site  at  Pendeen Crescent,  Southway,  Plymouth,  with  facilities  for  3½,  5  
and  7¼  inch  gauges.  
Public running occurs on the first and third Sundays of each month, from April 
until the end of October. 
For further details and membership information, please contact Ian Jefferson 
(01752-788862) or Malcolm Preen (01752-778083). 
Current Membership Rates - Adult £25, Junior £10. 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’ (was Estover 
Community College), Plymouth, £25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. 
 
Editor:  Dave Biss, Sunnyside, The Crescent, Crapstone, YELVERTON, 

Devon, PL20 7PS. 
Tel: 01822 854433.       Email -  pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk 

Web - www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk 
We also operate an email message service within the membership; if you wish to 
join, please send an email to jbmon@btinternet.com  
Please note that contributions reflect the views of the writer and are not 
necessarily endorsed by the Company. 
Trading Post - Members advertisements for models and other related items are 
published free.  
Non-members £1 per entry. Trade, by arrangement. All items for inclusion to be 
sent to the Editor.  
Plymouth Miniature Steam, a Company limited by guarantee, registered in 
England No. 3360128 
Your Committee for 2017: 

Ian Jefferson Chairman 
Nick Hill  Vice Chairman 
Ursula Brown Secretary 
John Briggs Treasurer 
Selwyn Brown Track Marshal 
Bob Masters, Chris Nash, Alan Smith, Bob Sims  
 
Front cover: “LYN” ready to depart Woody Bay with its first passenger train load of invited 
           guests to Killington Lane (see article) – photo Ted Lawrence 

Club Details 

mailto:pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk/
mailto:jbmon@btinternet.com
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Editors Ramblings 
 

Another bumper edition - many thanks to all who contributed. 

Please keep the articles flowing. 

Season’s Greetings!  

Contents 
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From the Chair 
Early November, the weather is getting cooler, it is raining more and we are 

already being bombarded with Christmas adverts. Yes 2017 is approaching its 

close; so what has it brought us? Unfortunately, we lost 5 public running 

Sundays, but by a combination of an additional day and having increased the 

price of rides, we have actually exceeded last year’s income by a small margin. 

Thankfully the members’ days were not so badly affected and some of these 

ended up being quite busy. Throughout, the ‘Tuesday gang’ kept the site tidy, 

with the grass well cut, so our thanks must go to them for this ‘unseen’ effort. 

And then there are our workshop sessions at Torbridge on a Thursday evening; 

attendances have been down a little of late, but the range of activities and 

projects continues to intrigue and above all it gives an opportunity to exchange 

ideas and knowledge. 

The one big challenge we knew we had to face this year, was to get a renewed 

lease on Goodwin Park, ahead of the expiry of the current one in early 2018. As 

we now know, a twist of fate gave us the appropriate contact and allowed us to 

progress this to the point where we could well have it finalised in the very near 

future. This will then give us the security of tenure that we desire, to be able to 

use and improve Goodwin Park for ourselves and the local residents, for the 

next 25 years. 

With the end of the public running season, the maintenance work was started 

promptly, in order to make as much progress as possible before the weather 

breaks down. So far, approximately 60 metres of running line have been lifted, 

as has the 15 metres of the ‘shed road’. This is now being prepared to receive 

a new concrete base and the new rail that was prepared during the year. 

Unfortunately, this does not happen by magic! It takes effort to plan, resource 

and execute, so far we have had a small band of members coming to help, but 

we could benefit from more; we can never have too many helpers as there are 

plenty of jobs to be done and one of the most vital is to keep the rest supplied 

with refreshment! Not all the maintenance work is related to the track, there are 

many other jobs, large, small, easy and complex, so if you can spare any time, 

please come along and help, we will be working on most Saturdays, Sundays 

From the Chair  
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and of course on Tuesday mornings all the way through to April, with just a short 

break over Christmas and New Year. Details of the work schedule and progress 

will be found on the members’ page of the club web site. 

(& pp21-25 of this newsletter –  Ed) 

It was unfortunate that we had to cancel the planned social evening on 

November 7th, at short notice because of difficulties relating to the venue. 

Hopefully we will be able to get this rescheduled before too long as the talk 

sounds most interesting. However, as the AGM will be upon us before we 

expect, that will take priority, so it is booked for February 1st, 6:45pm at 

Torbridge School. Please note the start time as we have limited time available 

to us; also, as this is a Thursday, arrangements have been made that it should 

not impact the number of evenings available for the use of the workshop, details 

of this will be found in the diary dates and the AGM notice which you will find 

with your membership renewal notice. As ever at this time of year, we exhort 

you to consider helping out by volunteering your services to help run your club. 

We do need at least 2 new members on the committee and we would definitely 

benefit from having one person to act as a social secretary, to plan and book 

visits, talks and meetings. This is a role that does not demand too much effort, 

but definitely adds value for the membership. One other little job we have to 

deal with at the AGM is the charity that we will support for the next 2 years. I 

currently have 2 suggestions, but if you have a small, local charity that you feel 

deserves support, please let me know, then we can make a choice and start 

collecting. 

As for myself, I find it hard to account for where my time goes! But one area has 

seen a little progress lately; the ‘kit of parts’ for the third Wren may not have 

moved, but as a result of discussions and comments, the design for a simple 

trailing pony truck has been evolved. Intentionally requiring minimal change to 

the basic design and ensuring that access to the grate can be maintained, this 

was a slight challenge. However, it has reached the point where construction 

has begun. The wheels and axle already exist and most of the structure has 

been laser cut. What is required now is some machined components, in the 

form of pins, bushes, a pivot block and the axleboxes. So, this is your chance 

to help progress the construction of another member of our fleet. If you feel you 

From the Chair  
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can help, let me know and I will supply drawings and materials. If once this is 

under way we will hopefully get more enthusiasm to progress the more 

significant parts. 

It was interesting to read John’s article last time about his electric car. All the 

more so, when a few days later I picked up an article in one of the professional 

publications I take, looking at the future of this mode of transport. In this, they 

identified the limitations of the existing models with batteries of about 30KWh 

giving a range of the order of 100 miles. The newer models are coming in with 

capacities of up to 60KWh and range of 300 miles, which is much more useful. 

However, the next generation is expected to have a capacity nearer 90KWh 

which creates new problems; a typical domestic charger of 3.5KW would take 

about 20 hours to recharge such a large battery and larger chargers that could 

do the job in about 6 hours would be rated at 11KW (50 amps at mains voltage), 

which is approaching the limit of the domestic supply cable; most main fuses 

are either 60 or 80 amp. So, what is the prospect? Do we have the generating 

capacity? Can the grid cope? Will there be cables all over the street? Who 

knows? However, for fast charging (at motorway services and the like) they are 

looking at chargers of 150KW or even 350KW ratings which would be able to 

recharge a large battery in about 12 minutes! I do not think I would like to be too 

close to that! Is it practical? Is it possible? And what are the implications? Clearly 

battery and charger technologies will have to evolve and new materials will have 

to be found if the politician’s desires are to come to fruition. But one final 

question, ‘What will happen to the ubiquitous 12volt lead acid battery?’ 

 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy festive season and do not 

forget, that to enjoy your club in 2018 and beyond, we all have to give something 

today and in the future. I hope to see you all on January 1st and at the start of 

the public running season on April 1st. 

 

From the Chair  
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New Build Replica Baldwin Loco for the L & B Railway 

Ted Lawrence 

The new build Baldwin Steam Locomotive for the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway 

has now been delivered from Alan Keef’s Works near Ross-on-Wye to Woody 

Bay Station. It is a replica of one which operated on the railway until it was 

closed in 1935. The locomotive has taken eight years to build, at a cost of 

approx. £650,000, involving 7,000 drawings and 25,000 component parts to 

recreate the locomotive.  Sir William McAlpine named the locomotive "LYN", 

No 762 at Woody Bay Station on Friday 29th September. The ceremony was 

performed at 12 noon in front of an invited audience of over 400 guests, which 

included the members of the 762 Club who had all contributed significant sums 

of money towards the build, representatives of the companies who had 

supplied or manufactured parts for the locomotive and the locomotive 

builders, together with civic dignitaries from the North Devon and Exmoor 

National Park area. 

After the naming ceremony “LYN" was readied to depart with a packed four 

coach train to Killington Lane on its first passenger train of invited guests.   

On Saturday (30th) and Sunday (1st Oct) "LYN" was in public service for the 

first time at the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway Autumn Gala, with record 

numbers of passengers travelling on the railway on the Saturday. 

Outwardly “LYN” looks the same as the original locomotive built by the Baldwin 

Locomotive works in Philadelphia and delivered to the railway in July 1898.  

However, computer–aided design and manufacture has allowed a different 

approach to building a steam locomotive, resulting in over 6,500 CAD models.  

Roller bearings in the motion and axle boxes have been used to reduce friction 

and maintenance. Improved boiler and cylinder insulation has been 

incorporated.  A Lempor exhaust system plus Kordina is included to improve 

L & B New Loco  
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the thermal efficiency. The boiler pressure has been increased from 180 to 250 

psi and superheating incorporated to improve the thermal efficiency and a 

reduction in water consumption.  An incredible achievement, due to the 

efforts of the Project Manager, Jon Pain and a very able team to assist him. 

For those interested in a more comprehensive description of the design and 

build of the new locomotive an excellent 48 page A4 format book has been 

produced, entitled “LYN RETURNS” price £9-95 from Woody Bay Station Shop. 

 
 
 
Jon Pain, Project Manager 
summoning everyone for the official 
naming ceremony 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sir William McAlpine and some 
of the Civic Dignitaries who 
supported the naming ceremony 

 

 

 

 

 

L & B New Loco  
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“LYN” returns to 
Woody Bay with its first 
passenger train 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 “Lyn Returns”, the 48 page A4 format 

book describing the No 762 LYN project.  

L & B New Loco  
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Membership Renewals 
 

As we send out the Christmas Newsletter, I am writing to remind you of membership 

renewals for 2018. Subscriptions become due on January 1st. Those members attending 

on New Years’ Day who have not already paid, or do not do so on the day, are 

technically not members and hence not insured! 
 

Just to remind you that the membership rates for the coming year are – 

Adult Membership £25 

Junior Membership £10 (age 12 – 18 and in full time education) 
 

Please make cheques payable to ‘Plymouth Miniature Steam’ and send with your 

renewal form which is with this magazine (or will have been sent separately) to   
 

Mrs S. J. Jefferson 

99 Wentwood Gardens 

Thornbury 

Plymouth 

Devon 

PL6 8TE 

 

Remember, you can also pay by direct bank transfer. The bank account and sort code 

are on the renewal notice along with the unique reference that you must quote in order 

that we can correctly assign your payment. Most internet banking facilities allow 

sufficient space that you can list multiple references if you are paying for additional 

family members. Please also send an email as requested in order that we can check your 

payment. 

An SAE for the return of your membership card would be appreciated. Otherwise your 

card will be included with the Spring issue of the newsletter, note that this can not 

happen if you receive your copy electronically so please either supply an SAE or arrange 

to collect it by other means. Please remember that early renewal helps to keep costs 

down. 

Please also take a few moments to check the information that we hold, which is listed 

on your renewal notice. If any are incorrect or have changed, please clearly identify the 

amendments and return the sheet, in order that we can update our records. Only if our 

records are correct can we ensure that you receive your magazine and other 

correspondence. 
 

Thank You, Sue Jefferson 

Membership  
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A1 Trust Convention – 2017 
Ian Jefferson 

Once again I had the opportunity to attend the annual convention and dinner of 

the A1 trust. For the benefit of those of you who are not aware, this is the group 

who has built and is operating ‘Tornado’ and is now building the new ‘P2’ class, 

‘Prince of Wales’. And so it was, that on a Friday morning, I set off for the North 

East and Darlington, a long journey, made all the more difficult by the volume 

of Friday traffic and the inevitable road works! 

This convention was the 25th and once again was held in the largest hotel in 

Darlington, with over 220 trust members, supporters and friends present. The 

business side of the convention detailed the achievements over the past year; 

and the challenges and opportunities for the future. Amongst the achievements 

were the fact that Tornado has had a starring role in the latest ‘Paddington’ film 

and of course of attaining ‘the ton’ as part of the certification process for running 

at 90mph. Challenges for the future inevitably centred around funding and 

regular income, much of which is dependent upon individuals like ourselves. On 

the positive side, progress on the new P2 is continuing and despite a couple of 

setbacks is well on track, such that thoughts are turning to the next new build, 

an LNER V4 (of which only 2 were originally built). Drawings and common 

components are being identified and apparently a set of fully documented tyres 

already exist! A major step forward has also been taken in that a site for a new 

construction, maintenance and running facility has been identified, and this is 

literally ‘across the track’ from the current site, in an 1861 Stockton and 

Darlington Railway running shed; the site currently being occupied by a car 

dismantlers. Fortunately the local council are supportive, so subject to 

relocating the dismantlers, the existing shed can be refurbished for use and 

other new facilities created. And there is already a signalled connection to the 

main network. The final announcement was of a ‘Bond of Friendship’ with 

another new build, ‘HMS Prince of Wales’. To symbolise this, gifts were 

exchanged between David Champion of the A1 Trust and Lieutenant 

Commander David Wright of HMS Prince of Wales. In a comment, the idea of 

P2 Progress  
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a photograph was floated, of the locomotive ‘Prince of Wales’, crossing the 

Forth rail bridge, whilst HMS Prince of Wales passes below! Could it happen? 

Having 

transferred to 

the existing 

locomotive 

works (the 

1860s Stockton 

and Darlington 

carriage shed) 

we could see the 

progress on 

‘Prince of Wales’ 

to date.   

                   

Many detail changes since last year 

were evident, but much is happening 

offsite as well, evidence of this was 

apparent at the front of the loco, with the 

smokebox door (produced at 

Buckfastleigh) and its fittings highly 

polished for the occasion and the 

Cartazzi axle assembly on the floor also 

recently received from Buckfastleigh. 

Elsewhere the other 18 wheels were 

stacked awaiting their turn to visit the 

South West.  

  

P2 Progress  
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 Because there has been a delay on 

the plain coupled axles, the 

opportunity has been taken to 

progress the boiler cladding, by 

making a frame (nicknamed Craig 

the Cretaceous) to represent the 

boiler and allow the cladding to be 

built. It will only be minimally 

attached to the boiler, allowing the 

boiler to move within the cladding, 

in the same way as on an A4. An interesting effect of this is that a groove is 

required across the backhead cladding sheet, to accommodate the regulator 

cross shaft when the boiler is cold. The photograph of the cladding also shows 

the unusual ovoid cross section of the cladding which in addition to the circular 

boiler barrel accommodated a feed water heat exchanger on the original design.   

P2 Progress  
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Up to date information 

about the trust and 

progress on Prince of 

Wales can always be found 

at www.a1steam.com or 

www.p2steam.com  

The evening dinner was a 

very pleasant affair and 

simply served to confirm 

how small the world is. With 

approximately 100 people 

present, several tables 

were required and each 

had a member of the trust 

as a host. It turned out that 

the host on our table had 

studied at Plymouth 

Polytechnic at the same 

time I was there, although 

we were on different 

courses! 

The next day I journeyed south, just over 20 miles to ‘Leeming Bar’. A small 

village in north Yorkshire, that I remember from my childhood as a stopping 

point on the A1whilst travelling to visit relatives! Now with the A1moved and 

upgraded, Leeming Services has taken its place, but Leeming Bar is now home 

to the Wensleydale Railway. This was on the old LNER branch line from 

Northallerton to Hawes, which joined the Settle and Carlisle line at Hawes 

Junction. It is now home to a small preservation movement running some 22 

miles from Northallerton into the Yorkshire Dales. The line was originally saved 

by the presence of a quarry close to the western end at Redmire, but with its 

closure the current saviour has been a nearby military depot. The service is 

normally operated by DMU stock, but there is also an assortment of class 20, 

33, 47 and some other diesels with quite a large number of 4 wheel Sentinels 

P2 Progress  

http://www.a1steam.com/
http://www.p2steam.com/
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from the Defence Logistics Organisation. Steam is represented by a very sorry 

looking 9F (92219) and the visiting ‘JOEM’; although built in 1951, this 

locomotive is to an 1890s design and is painted in the livery applied to the 

Newcastle and York station pilots of the late 50s, bearing the crests of both 

British Railways and the North Eastern Railway. The ride up through 

Wensleydale was very pleasant, rising as it did over 500ft and giving 

spectacular views over the countryside, which made for a very relaxing day.  

For my final day, I took a quick foray to York. Needless to say my first stop was 

the NRM, where I was able to check up on a few points for my own benefit. One 

of which was to see the progress on Sir Nigel Gresley’s overhaul in the 

workshops, and here again was evidence of work from Buckfastleigh, in the 

form of more 

wheelsets. 

Elsewhere, I was glad 

to see that Ellerman 

Lines has returned to 

display after a long 

absence, it may have 

seemed sacrilege at 

the time to cut half of 

it away, but it is a 

most effective 

educational tool that 

P2 Progress  
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is bypassed by many who see it. Then after a short walk around town, it was 

back to the station for a train back to Darlington. It turned out that, that one, was 

cancelled but fortunately the next one ran! 

And so ended a very enjoyable, if busy ‘long weekend’. As for the journey 

home? The less said the better! 

Ian. 

 

 

Running private trains at Goodwin Park 

John Briggs (Treasurer)        

I was startled recently to find a new member who was interpreting 

PMS routines to mean that only public trains ran on public days and only 

members ran on members’ days. To be clear, this has never been the case, 

indeed not that long ago a regular group of private engines chose to run on 

public days in preference - enjoying homemade buns and cakes and lashings 

of tea.  

         The railway is set out on public days between 0930 and 1100; public trains 

start being busy about 1400 leaving three hours of open space on the track 

but, with the new signals and cameras to aid the signalman, there is nothing 

to prevent private engines continuing through the afternoon. 

 

  

P2 Progress / Private Trains  
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PMS visit to ESSMEE 

John Briggs 

       

                                                     
The GL5 Society in action 

at the Bath & West 

shunting yard during our 

visit in October to 

ESSMEE (Bath & West 

Showground) where we 

were once again made 

most welcome.   

East Somerset Open day  
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Tips for boiler owners. 

Rob Hitchcock (Boiler Tester) 

Now that the running season is closed owners may be thinking about 

maintenance of their boilers, many owners prefer to leave their boilers dry 

during the closed season and may wish to wash their copper boilers out with 

a proprietary  de-scaling solution and hot water, making sure that it is well 

rinsed out afterwards, for larger scale steel boilers such as steel traction 

engines this may not be quite so easy and may involve heating the boiler to get 

the best effect, this is likely to cause the chemicals to pass through the 

cylinders and other components and particular care should be taken to work 

it out by successive flushing. Whether you use de-scaling solutions is up to 

individual owners but remember the corrosion bug is with us continuously and 

relentlessly and don’t wait until the boiler inspector makes you take out all 

your threaded boiler mountings to check for corrosion of the threads and de-

zincification of non-ferrous fittings. On steel boilers this would be advisable 

every two or three years for peace of mind. Whilst Plymouth is generally a soft 

water area, the water has been known to have sediment and be slightly acid 

(get some litmus papers and check) and corrosion of steel under damp, humid, 

and acid conditions with different metals can be really aggressive and attack 

anywhere exposed particularly threads, ensure that your threaded fittings 

have been fitted with a non-hardening jointing compound that fully fills the 

threads. 

 When designing or building new boilers it is a good idea to ensure the 

threaded adaptors or fittings extend to and are flush with the inside of the 

boiler so that “pockets are avoided that can collect debris and block holes.  

Boiler Tips  
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If you have a boiler with wash-out plugs make use of them to make sure that 

the “legs” of the boiler/ firebox are clear of sediment and debris, use a bent 

wire to rake along the foundation ring and flush out afterwards. Sediment 

collection around the “legs of smaller copper boilers are a well-known cause 

of failure particularly boilers that have lived in a hard water area. Regular 

flushing and blowing down will do much to reduce the risk of sediment build 

up. 

It would be incorrect for a boiler inspector to recommend boiler treatment as 

the type to be used depends on many variables and all owners have different 

regimes for managing their boilers. With our type of water, treatment is 

probably not required for copper boilers unless there are problems with 

adverse Ph. Or sediment, this varies by area. The objective for any boiler 

treatment should be to eradicate oxygen, (which in its self will stop corrosion) 

reduce acid content and limit high alkalinity, as well as preventing the build-up 

of solids.  many large scale and full size owners use a tannin based treatment 

with success, the tannin coats the inside of the boiler and entrains oxygen, this 

treatment though is only recommended where the boiler is  ”water wedged” 

with treated water when not in use. Tannin based treatment with additives 

can be suitable for mixed steel and non-ferrous boiler materials although there 

are many options available on the market. There are some disadvantages of 

treatment one being discolouration of the water and possible stains on 

paintwork.  

Finally, when maintaining your boiler this winter have a good look at your 

fasteners on flanged connections, are they corroded and of the correct 

material, or rusted up. Take action now before your next test. I have seen some 

evidence of brass nuts and commercial pressed nuts used on pressure 

retaining flanges in the last few years the latter on close inspection have very 

few threads left to hold anything. 

Boiler Tips  
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The Junk Hole 
Pete Manners 

The junk hole; everybody has one and every household possesses one. It's that 

wonderful place where everything goes that we do not know what to do with. 

Bent paper clips, elastic bands, those tiny bits of nondescript plastic “I’m sure this 

belongs to something, better not throw it away". Odd batteries, no one knows if they 

are any good or not “haven’t got a meter handy - they could be ok". These too end up 

in the junk hole, along with a wonderful variety of other odd bits and pieces. 

We have a junk hole. Ours was a disgrace! Not only was the hole full up, it spilled out 

on the floor and took up more space than it should!  It was time to take drastic action. 

We started sorting through the motley collection of contents trying desperately to find 

a good home for all the various items. 

After some time my fellow sorters seemed to lose interest in the proceedings and 

there I was, left alone to take the full responsibility for all the afore-mentioned bits. 

I rummaged around one of the boxes absent-mindedly turning over one or two items, 

not really knowing what to do with everything. 

Suddenly, something caught my eye, right at the bottom of one of the boxes. It was 

sort off brassy, but not very shiny. I pushed the other contents out of the way to get a 

better look to see what it was. There, lying at the bottom of the box was my spare 

three sixteenth injector!! No, no, how could that be! My precious spare injector! In the 

junk hole! How could that be and to think I was proposing the whole lot to be thrown 

away earlier!! I grabbed at it and, clutching it tight, held it against my bosom like a long 

lost friend. 

I had mislaid it some months previous, searched high and low in the workshop, turned 

my steaming tool bag out a dozen times in a vain attempt to locate it. 

Eventually I had concluded that it had been lost at the track at Southway, perhaps left 

on the grass by the steaming bay after swapping it for the present one? But there it 

was, found at last, residing in the "junk hole!" I carried it out triumphantly to the shed 

and gently placed it in the side pocket of the steaming up bag. I walked back to the 

house with a smug expression that now all was well. 

The lesson to be learnt from this story is to never, never ever throw anything away!  

Re-united with a long lost friend  
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Proposed winter work 2017-18. 

Nick Hill  

Areas coloured red are the identified areas for repair during this winter. 

The top track, is suffering from ground 

movement, and as a result is sinking in a number 

of places, it is also leaning over to the right. 

The shed road was built on wooden sleepers and 

these are now rotting.  Also, due to them being 

wood, they tend to hold the moisture and so are 

causing these rails to fail faster than any other 

area of the track. (For those not familiar with the 

site, these were full size sleepers, laid 

longitudinally - Ed) 

Track Work (volunteers needed)  
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Track Work  
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Day 
No 

Date Anticipated work. Completed 

1 21/10/17 Use the existing curve as a template for the 
remaining two sections of new track.  10 
lengths of straight having been prefabricated 
off site. 

 
2 22/10/17 

3 28/10/17 
Break up and remove top screed from track 
to be replaced. 

 

4 29/10/17 
Remove old rail with care so it can be 
‘reused’ on selected areas of the track (e.g. 
the shed road). 

 

5 4/11/17 Break up and remove the existing concrete 
base. 
Also remove rails and sleepers from the shed 
road. 

 
6 5/11/17 

7 11/11/17 Dig out the two trench’s for the new 
concrete base. 

 
8 12/11/17 

9 18/11/17 Fit the shuttering for the first section of the 
upper track and the shed road concrete 
bases. At the same time lay ducting for any 
future cable requirement. 

 
10 19/11/17 

11 25/11/17 

Tamp the bottom of the trench’s to ensure a 
solid foundation is achieved – may need to 
buy in some hard core and hire a compactor 
plate. 

 

12 26/11/17 
Fit steel reinforcing material to the first 
section of upper track and shed road. 

 

13 2/12/17 

Pour the new concrete bases. Note: 1) This 
is dependent upon the weather conditions, 
using a premixed supply. 
2) The top track will be split into three 
sections of approx. 20m. 

 

14 3/12/17   

15 9/12/17 
Remove the wooden shuttering from the 
new concrete bases. 

 

16 10/12/17 Fit the shuttering for the second section of 
the upper track new concrete base. At the 
same time lay ducting for any future cable 
requirement. 

 
17 16/12/17 

18 17/12/17 
Fit steel reinforcing material to the second 
section of the upper track. 

 

Track Work  
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Day  Date Anticipated work. Completed 
19 23/12/17   

20 24/12/17   

21 30/12/17   

22 31/12/17   

23 6/1/18 
Pour the second section of the new concrete 
base. Note: This is dependent upon the 
weather conditions, using a premixed supply. 

 

24 7/1/18   

25 13/1/18 
Remove the wooden shuttering from the 
second section of the concrete base. 

 

26 14/1/18   

27 20/1/18 Fit the shuttering for the third section of the 
upper track new concrete base. At the same 
time lay ducting for any future cable 
requirement. 

 
28 21/1/18 

29 27/1/18 
Fit steel reinforcing material to the second 
section of the upper track. 

 

30 28/1/18   

31 3/2/18 
Pour the third section of the new concrete 
base. Note: This is dependent upon the 
weather conditions, using a premixed supply. 

 

32 4/2/18   

33 10/2/18 
Remove the wooden shuttering from the 

third section of the concrete base. 
 

34 11/2/18 
Start to fit new rails, using the normal drill, 
glue and weld method. 

 

35 17/2/18 

Continue to fit the new rails, including the 
recovered rails for shed road. 

 
36 18/2/18 

37 24/2/18 

38 25/2/18 

39 3/3/18 

Mix and lay the new concrete screed on the 
top track and the shed road. 

 

40 4/3/18 

41 10/3/18 

42 11/3/18 

43 17/3/18 

44 18/3/18 
45 24/3/18   

46 25/3/18   

47 31/3/18   

48 1/4/18 First public running day of the year.  

Track Work  
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Other tasks that need doing.  

Leaf clearance. 

The leaves laying on the track need to be removed, either by 
sweeping or using the leaf blower. Once removed, they need to 
collected and piled up where they are unlikely to be blown back onto 
the track. 

Club house 
cleaning. 

Any graffiti that has been drawn onto the club house needs to be 
removed, using water and a brush. 

Bridge 
maintenance. 

The bridge into the site needs to have the wood painted in wood 
preserver (creosote).  Note: gloves and safety glasses must be worn 
when doing this. 

Drainage sump 
check. 

After heavy rain, the ‘sump’ under the site entrance bridge needs to 
be checked for silt build up.  If the drainage pipe is covered with silt, 
this needs to be dug out. 

Drainage trench. 
The vegetation in the drainage trench needs to cut down and 
removed, then any silt build up on the concrete base needs to be 
removed. 

Site maintenance. 
Any tree(s) or branches that have been identified (red or yellow paint) 
needs to be cut down and the material stacked neatly out of the way. 

General site 
cleaning. 

Cleaning up the site of any rubbish left on the site. 

For Sale 
  

Part machined castings for a small 5” gauge 0-6-0 loco £100 ovno. 
Contact Paul Ames (even if you can identify it!) on 01822 854362 or 
paulames@bucklandmonachorum.org.uk  

Track Work / For Sale  

mailto:paulames@bucklandmonachorum.org.uk
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For Sale 
These are from Brian Hunter’s 
workshop and the Quorn, hand drill 
and traction engine parts were made 
by him.  
Clockwise from top right: 

 Quorn Universal Tool & 

Cutter Grinder £200. 

 Various measuring 

instruments £50. 

 Riveting tools £15 

 

 Part built Robey Traction 

Engine (EIM design), complete 

with drawings and wheel jig. 

£100. 

 Hand drill/tapping tool £30. 

 

Contact Brian Hunter (Junior!) 

01822 853692 or 

brianhunter4@icloud.com  

Brian (Senior) was a member 

for about 25 years and has 

given up model engineering 

due to ill health - Ed  

For Sale  

mailto:brianhunter4@icloud.com
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Quiz Time 
Ian jefferson 

I recently acquired scanned copies of the staff magazine that was published by 

the North Eastern Railway from 1911, until after the grouping in 1926. This 

potentially represents a vast amount of reading for some of those dark days. I 

doubt if I will ever get to read them all, but I was drawn by the fact that even in 

1911, they included a light hearted element, in the form of ‘shunting challenges’ 

set by the readers. So, here is a simple one, to which there are a number of 

solutions, alas there is no prize, just personal satisfaction. One solution will be 

included in the next magazine. For a real challenge, make a model and 

demonstrate your solution!   

 

The shunting neck, A A, will only accommodate one horse box or carriage truck. 

How does the shunter exchange the horse box and carriage truck, i.e. to put the 

horse box on the line between C and A and the carriage truck between B and 

A, leaving the engine in its original position? 

Ian. 

And Finally . . .  
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Club Diary Dates 2018 

 
The "Tuesday Gang" 
Meet weekly at the track from 10:15 to 12:15. The jobs tackled include mowing, 
DIY on the building, maintenance of locos and rolling stock, painting bridges etc.  
 
PMS Club Meetings 
Thurs Feb 1st – Annual General Meeting. Tor Bridge High (Engineering 
Workshops), Miller Way, Estover, Plymouth, Devon PL6 8UN. Starting at 6:45pm. 
 

March – Bits & Pieces Evening. Date, time & venue TBD. 
 
Workshop Evenings 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’, Plymouth. 
£25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. Thursday eves (6:30-8:30pm) during 
term time. 

1/1/2018 Members’ day 

4/1/2018       TorBridge High - Start of Spring Term  

1/2/2018 AGM – Torbridge 6:45pm 

8/2/2018       Torbridge High – last of first half term  

11/2/2018 Committee meeting 

22/2/2018       Torbridge High – start of second half of term 

24/2/2018 Press Date for Spring Magazine 

11/3/2018 Committee meeting 

22/3/2018       End of Spring Term – TorBridge High 

xx/3/2018 Members’ Evening – Bits & Pieces  

01/4/2018  (Easter Sunday) Public Running Sunday 

8/4/2018 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 

15/4/2018 Public Running Sunday 

19/4/2018       Start of Summer Term – TorBridge High 

6/5/2018 Public Running Sunday 

13/5/2018 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 

17/5/2018       Torbridge High – last of first half term 

20/5/2018 Public Running Sunday 

24/5/2018 Summer Magazine press date 

3/6/2018 Public Running Sunday 

7/6/2018       Torbridge High – start of second half of term 

10/6/2018 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 

17/6/2018    (Father’s day) Public Running Sunday 

Diary Dates  


