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The newsletter of Plymouth Miniature Steam. Published quarterly (normally 
March, June, September & December) and issued free to members. Cut-off date 
for submissions is 24th of the preceding month (i.e. Feb, May, Aug & Nov). 
 
We  operate  a  ground  level  track  of  approximately  half  a  mile  in  length  at  
our  site  at  Pendeen Crescent,  Southway,  Plymouth,  with  facilities  for  3½,  5  
and  7¼  inch  gauges.  
Public running occurs on the first and third Sundays of each month, from April 
until the end of October. 
For further details and membership information, please contact Ian Jefferson 
(01752-788862) or Malcolm Preen (01752-778083). 
Current Membership Rates - Adult £25, Junior £10. 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’ (was Estover 
Community College), Plymouth, £25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. 
 
Editor:  Dave Biss, Sunnyside, The Crescent, Crapstone, YELVERTON, 

Devon, PL20 7PS. 
Tel: 01822 854433.       Email -  pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk 

Web - www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk 
We also operate an email message service within the membership; if you wish to 
join, please send an email to jbmon@btinternet.com  
Please note that contributions reflect the views of the writer and are not 
necessarily endorsed by the Company. 
Trading Post - Members advertisements for models and other related items are 
published free.  
Non-members £1 per entry. Trade, by arrangement. All items for inclusion to be 
sent to the Editor.  
Plymouth Miniature Steam, a Company limited by guarantee, registered in 
England No. 3360128 
 

Your Committee for 2017: 

Ian Jefferson Chairman 
Nick Hill  Vice Chairman 
Ursula Brown Secretary 
John Briggs Treasurer 
Selwyn Brown Track Marshal 
Bob Masters, Chris Nash, Alan Smith, Bob Sims  
 

Front cover: Dobwalls 2006 – photo Alan Davis 

Club Details 

mailto:pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk/
mailto:jbmon@btinternet.com


 
 

Goodwin Park News Spring 2017 Page 3 
 

Contents 

From the Chair ............................................................................................................ 4 

Stafford Model Railway Exhibition 2017 ......................................................... 7 

Telluric currents - a possible explanation for Dowsing Something 

completely different:- .............................................................................................. 9 

News ............................................................................................................................. 10 

2017 Efficiency Competitions ............................................................................ 10 

Sweet Pea Rally ........................................................................................................ 11 

ESSMEE Open Days ................................................................................................ 11 

Gossip .......................................................................................................................... 11 

Goodwin Park Updates ......................................................................................... 11 

Club Diary Dates 2017 .......................................................................................... 12 

 

  

Contents 

Now in 
stock! 

 
Laser cut draw hooks 

For 5” gauge – 5mm thick with a shank 

35mm long. £1.50 per pair. 

For 7¼” gauge – 8mm thick with a 

shank 70mm long. £3.00 per pair. 

A proportion from each sale goes to club 

funds. 

Contact - ijefferson@hotmail.com 

For Sale 
 

Small 5” gauge garden railway. 

Track (mostly curves). One point. Ride on 

coach. 

Also available is an accurate scale model 

of BR class 25 diesel loco with sound 

(built by Dave Knight) with driving truck. 

Contact – Dave Oliver 01305 757161 

(Dorset) 
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From the Chair 

As I said at the AGM, “2016 has now been consigned to history and 2017 has well 
and truly arrived!” 

So, what is 
happening around 
the club? The 
biggest and most 
obvious is the 
winter’s track 
maintenance. As I 
write this, we have a 
60 metre long canal, 
where there should 
be track! We just 
need to achieve the 
conversion of the 
former into the 
latter; hopefully, by 
the time you read 
this, the concrete 
will have been poured and the rail will be being laid on it. But we need a modicum 
of luck (with the weather) and a lot of help to get this completed by the end of 
March. Our thanks go to those members who have turned up in often less than 
ideal weather to help with this. But the track is just one element, the 4 club 
locomotives have, or are having, their scheduled winter maintenance and both 
electric locomotives have received new axles. As for the passenger sets, sufficient 
bogies now exist to allow their maintenance to be taken out of the winter schedule 
and be done at another slack time of the year, whenever that may be!  

Amongst all of this maintenance, we must not forget the grounds and building. As 
the site is now over 25 years old, the flora has become very well established and is 
beginning to give us other challenges. Because of this, a significant effort has 
recently gone into thinning out some of the undergrowth and selective tree 
trimming to improve appearance and visibility, some of which has been necessary 
to enable the track work to be carried out. This is a task that will take an increasing 
proportion of our time in coming years as the site matures further. We also have 
had to deal with the ravages of time, where some sections of banks have slumped 
over the retaining walls; again more work of this type will be required in coming 

From the Chair  
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years. As for the building, a long overdue ‘lick of paint’ is being applied to the 
outside, again to improve the appearance and give some protection to our 
‘clubhouse’. 

It is a sad reflection that this maintenance work is being done by just over 10 
percent of the membership. Whilst not all of us are able to help, there are jobs that 
most of us could do; perhaps even that most important one of keeping the ‘troops’ 
supplied with tea and biscuits. So if you are able to come on any of the working 
weekends or a Tuesday morning your help would be greatly appreciated. After all, 
it is only by giving (of our time) that we can receive (all the benefits of 
membership). 

Back in January, the AGM was well attended, with almost half of the current 
membership present. After all the business had been concluded the new 
committee came into existence with only one change from last year which means 
that we are still slightly low on numbers. Whilst this is acceptable at present, it 
could give us problems in future years as a couple of the current members are 
looking to stand down soon because of other commitments. Please consider 
whether you can spare the time (equivalent to about 3 days a year) to join us and 
help decide the future direction of your club. Remember that we are able to co-opt 
members onto the committee if necessary, so just keep a watch over your 
shoulder! You will find a list of the current committee membership at the end of 
this message. Please remember that the committee has an extra task this year and 
that is to secure a new lease for our site at Goodwin Park; just think on the 
significance of this little item. 

Coming more up to date, a group of members, recently paid a visit to the Devonport 
Naval Heritage Centre and the decommissioned nuclear submarine Courageous. 
This proved to be a most interesting day, even if some of the arrangements did go 
slightly awry. The Heritage Centre has the potential to be one of those hidden 
gems, because of the collections that they hold, it is however, not that well known. 
The tour round HMS Courageous was rather restricted, but did highlight the living 
conditions on board, perhaps the most memorable of which was the fact that when 
taking a shower, the water ‘ration’ was a meagre 30 seconds at whatever 
temperature it happened to be! It is hoped to organise a second visit, so if you 
missed this first opportunity, let me know and we will try to include you. The AGM 
raised the suggestion of a few more potential visits and it would be good to take 
these forward, but what we need is someone prepared to do the ‘legwork’ of 
organisation, could this be your niche? If you are good at making contact with 
organisations and compiling lists, then this could be for you, please think about it!  

From the Chair  
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And so for the future. Normally we would now be looking to the Liskeard 
exhibition at the beginning of March, but considering the public attendance at last 
year’s event, it is hardly surprising that this does seem to have disappeared from 
the calendar. We will however still be putting on our own exhibition on September 
17th when it would be good to see what you have all been up to during the 
preceding few months. In the meantime, if you are prepared to ‘showcase’ 
something you have made, or are having a problem with something and need help, 
our Bits ‘n Pieces evening on March 21st is the ideal opportunity; we already have 
one interesting item in prospect for that evening. We are also looking to the social 
evening in October, when we hope to have a guest speaker, giving a talk on the 
“Plymouth, Devonport & South Western Junction Railway (Plymouth to Lydford SR 
and back to Plymouth GWR route)”; I would hope this would prove to be a popular 
and interesting talk, so watch these pages for the date and time.  

All too soon the start of the public running season will be upon us on April 2nd. 
This is however conditional on us having completed this year’s maintenance. Then 
we will then be back into our summer mode, with public running on the first and 
third Sundays and the members’ day on the second Sunday. Remember that your 
help would be welcome on any of these days, which is one of the ways in which we 
can play our part in the life of the club, so find your niche and ‘join in’. 

And one final item. For those of you who have been around the club for a number 
of years; you may remember Gary Durban, who was a very keen young member in 
the 90s. He joined the army once he was able, with the intention of being a ‘driver’. 
We heard a few years ago that he was suffering from Motor Neurone disease. 
Unfortunately, we now have heard that he has died, at the age of 37.  

Ian. 

Your committee for 2017 is:- 

Ian Jefferson Chairman 
Nick Hill Vice Chairman 
Ursula Brown Secretary 
John Briggs Treasurer 
Selwyn Brown Track Marshal 
Bob Masters  
Chris Nash  
Alan Smith  
Bob Sims  

From the Chair  



 
 

Goodwin Park News Spring 2017 Page 7 
 

Stafford Model Railway Exhibition 2017 
Alan Davis 

Stafford Railway Circle / Stafford 

and District Model Engineering 

Society held their model railway 

exhibition over the weekend of 

4th and 5th of February 2017 at 

the Stafford County Show Ground 

where the model engineering 

society have a permanent base.  

Members’ interests cover a wide 

range of model locos. Track 

facilities are on a raised track 

catering for   2.5 inch, 3.5 inch and 5 inch gauge locos plus a 5 inch and 7 inch gauge 

track at ground level. With a growing 

interest in 16 mm/foot scale garden 

railways an O gauge railway with 32mm 

track has recently been added together 

with a gauge 1 railway with 45mm track 

enabling the club to cater for locomotives 

of all gauges.   

We 

were staying in Cheshire at that time so on 

Saturday morning Son in law Steve, 

Grandson Dan, and Grandad set off on a boy’s 

day out. The large site consists of a parking 

area with the permanent ways away to the 

left. After parking, a short walk to the right 

found us queuing with the many other train enthusiasts waiting to gain entry to 

the three large Exhibition Halls where the smaller gauge layouts and traders were 

Stafford Show  
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set up. With 10 people busy taking the £9   entry fee   we were soon inside the first 

hall admiring the high standard of modelling on display.   

Of special interest to PMS Members was an OO gauge display representing 

Devonport Road Station, a 32mm to 

the foot scale imaginary GWR branch 

line at Maristow, and another in N 

scale reproducing the now defunct 

branch line to Brixham. 

My favourite was a large layout 

named “Worlds End“ based on the 

Yorkshire town of Knaresborough. 

This featured a large ornate viaduct 

over the river Nidd, a castle and many 

architecturally 

interesting buildings 

and houses.   

All the modelling was 

completed to a very 

high standard and the 

extensive selection of 

trains running almost 

became insignificant as 

there was so much 

detail to take in! During the day various demonstrations by experts were taking 

place   on how to construct buildings and scenery, also how to build rolling stock 

from kits. 

Having explored all three halls we went outside to the permanent ways where an 

interesting selection of different locos were running on the variety of established 

tracks. Unfortunately the butane fired radio controlled gauge 1 locos were not 

performing very well due to the cold weather. There was a steady demand for rides 

but we decided it was time to make our own tracks back to Cheshire. A very good 

day was had by all and it looked as though the traders had done well by the number 

of people leaving clutching “goody bags “. 

Stafford Show  
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Telluric currents - a possible explanation for Dowsing 

Something completely different:- 

Rob Hitchcock 

Many years ago, my employer sent me on a management training course which 
focused on human factors and psychology , part of the course involved a team 
building exercise which involved a trek around the moors with several tasks to 
complete on the way, one of the tasks involved investigating some of the 
prehistoric concentric stone circles near Sheepstor, and each person was issued 
with two welding rods, most of the group were completely baffled as to what the 
task actually was until someone mention dowsing. A couple of hours later the 
group had plotted energy lines using bent welding rods that ran accurately 
through the stone circles and radiated outwards at the same stepping as the 
concentric rings of stone. When reviewing this later no rational explanation was 
given and the purpose of the exercise although obscure was assumed to be that 
one should not always assume a scientific explanation. I was slightly unhappy with 
this and unprepared to accept that “lay lines” were anything other than a physical 
manifestation. 
Telluric Currents are geomagnetically induced currents which are induced into the 
earths’ crust by changes in the earths’ magnetic field. These changes are usually 
caused by interaction between the “solar wind” and the magnetosphere (solar 
radiation effects on the ionosphere). Telluric currents flow in the surface layers of 
the earth and are known to have diurnal characteristics (flow towards the sun). 
They also have fluctuations of a shorter frequency and can change directions 
between the equator and the North/South poles. The currents are measurable 
(some experiments reveal milli-amp/milli-volt properties) and this can be 
measured with home- made apparatus i.e. steel rods and lengths of copper wire, a 
word of caution do not do this if there is any chance of thunder and lightning for 
obvious reasons. The electrical experts amongst you in which I am not included 
will be aware of Tesla’s Wardenclyffe tower which was designed to pass wireless 
communications by the excitation of the earth’s natural currents. 
The practical uses of Telluric Currents have been known since the late 1800’s 
where they were used in the USA as “earth batteries “, in an early version of their 
national telegraphic system, these systems suffered great interference due to 
varying magnetic storms which have been known in more modern times to reach 
voltages of up to 600v and cause damage to equipment. More recognisable uses 

Dowsing  



 
 

Goodwin Park News Spring 2017 Page 10 
 

are in geophysical investigation by Oil Companies to map fault zones, ground water 
exploration, and geothermal mapping. 
So where is this going? Faradays’ early laws of Physics say that any alternating 
magnetic field will produce a current in a conducting medium. therefore is seems 
reasonable that those currents are able to be picked up by metal welding rods in 
the form of a magnetic effect, Metal welding rods used as dowsing rods seem to 
align themselves along the line of energy being detected, and are able to pick up 
metal wires ,pipes, drains both plastic and ceramic although I am unable to explain 
why some people are unable or insensitive to this other than some people are not 
affected at all by static electricity so their body electrical systems may differ. Alfred 
Watkins in the early 1900’s identified” lay lines” which he explained as being paths 
trod by the ancients, and on a much larger scale than I have discussed at the start 
of the article. Perhaps the paths around ancient stones have been trodden over the 
millennia and caused a hardening of the earths’ surface and hence an interruption 
of the telluric currents, I personally think that the ancients (Bronze Age people) 
were far more intuitively aware than scientific man and it is not unreasonable that 
they placed standing stones in purposeful places whether this be as calendar 
alignments to the stars or detected energy lines. 
Rob. 
February 2017. 
Further reading. Google:- Telluric Survey. Measuring Telluric Currents. Alfred 
Watkins. Tesla and the Wardenclyffe tower. 

News 

John Briggs 

A miniature steam railway is being built in Mt Edgcumbe Country Park. The 
complete railway, including locomotives, has been given by Liskeard Model 
Society who used it as 'The Railway in the Woods' at the Morval rally. Income from 
the railway will support the maintenance of the park and it will operate at 
weekends and during school holidays. 

2017 Efficiency Competitions 

IMLEC - This will be held at the Southport club on the weekend of 7 to 9 July.  
LITTLE – LEC - Will be at the Guildford club 24/5 June. 
See Model Engineer 17 Feb. - 2 March for more information. 

Dowsing / News  
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Sweet Pea Rally 

Will be at the Rugby club 10/11 June - see Blackgates web site. 

ESSMEE Open Days 

Will be at the Bath & West show ground near Bath 7/8 October. 

Gossip 

A splinter group from the Newton Abbott club is aiming to establish a new club in 
the Exeter area. If anyone has any detail to pass on, do let me know. (John Briggs) 
 

Goodwin Park Updates 
Some photos showing further progress with the track relaying project.  

News  
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Club Diary Dates 2017 

12/3/2017 Committee meeting 
21/3/2017 Members’ Evening – Bits & Pieces 
23/3/2017 End of Spring Term – Torbridge High 
2/4/2017 Public Running Sunday - Cancelled 
9/4/2017 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 
16/4/2017 Public Running Sunday - Cancelled 
20/4/2017 Start of Summer Term – Torbridge High 
7/5/2017 Public Running Sunday 
14/5/2017 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 
18/5/2017 Torbridge High – last of first half term 
21/5/2017 Public Running Sunday 
24/5/2017 Summer Magazine press date 
4/6/2017 Public Running Sunday 
8/6/2017 Torbridge High – start of second half of term 
11/6/2017 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 
18/6/2017 Public Running Sunday 

 
 
The "Tuesday Gang" 
Meet weekly at the track from 10:15 to 12:15. The jobs tackled include mowing, 
DIY on the building, maintenance of locos and rolling stock, painting bridges etc.  
 
PMS Club Meetings 
Church of the Holy Spirit, Flamborough Road, Southway, 
Plymouth (near Shopping Centre). 
Tues 21st March 2017: Bits & Pieces Evening - 7:30pm start 
 
Workshop Evenings 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’, Plymouth. 
£25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. Thursday eves (6:30-8:30pm) during 
term time. 

Diary Dates  


