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The newsletter of Plymouth Miniature Steam. Published quarterly (normally 
March, June, September & December) and issued free to members. Cut-off date 
for submissions is 24th of the preceding month (i.e. Feb, May, Aug & Nov). 
 
We  operate  a  ground  level  track  of  approximately  half  a  mile  in  length  at  
our  site  at  Pendeen Crescent,  Southway,  Plymouth,  with  facilities  for  3½,  5  
and  7¼  inch  gauges.  
Public running occurs on the first and third Sundays of each month, from April 
until the end of October. 
For further details and membership information, please contact Ian Jefferson 
(01752-788862) or Malcolm Preen (01752-778083). 
Current Membership Rates - Adult £20.00, Junior £8.00. 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’ (was Estover 
Community College), Plymouth, £25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. 
 
Editor:  Dave Biss, Sunnyside, The Crescent, Crapstone, YELVERTON, 

Devon, PL20 7PS. 
Tel: 01822 854433.       Email -  pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk 

Web - www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk 
We also operate an email message service within the membership; if you wish to 
join, please send an email to jbmon@btinternet.com  
Please note that contributions reflect the views of the writer and are not 
necessarily endorsed by the Company. 
Trading Post - Members advertisements for models and other related items are 
published free.  
Non-members £1 per entry. Trade, by arrangement. All items for inclusion to be 
sent to the Editor.  
Plymouth Miniature Steam, a Company limited by guarantee, registered in 
England No. 3360128 
 

Your Committee for 2016: 

Ian Jefferson – Chairman; Nick Hill – Vice Chairman 
Ursula Brown – Secretary; John Briggs – Treasurer; Selwyn Brown –Track Marshal 
Bob Masters; Alan Smith; Chris Nash; Charlie Palin Jnr; Sue Jefferson – Membership Sec 

Aidan Hall – Insurance; Peter Kempe - Tool loan 
Ian Jefferson & Rob Hitchcock – Boiler Testing 
 
Front cover: Albert hauling the 15:00 North Pole Express from Marsh Mills to Plym Bridge 

on the Plym Valley Railway 13/12/2015 (Photo: © Bernard Mills) 

Club Details 

mailto:pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk/
mailto:jbmon@btinternet.com
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Editorial 
Thanks to my friend Bernard Mills for the impressive cover photo. 
Happy Steaming! 
Dave 

For Sale 
Cast Iron wheelsets on steel axles. 4.5" diameter, 7.25" gauge, ex passenger sets. 6 
axles available at £3 each. If not sold, they will be scrapped! 
Contact - Ian Jefferson. 
 
SIP wizarc electric welder. 
Only 2 power settings and would benefit from new fittings. 
£10 ono. Contact - Ian Jefferson. 
 

Free to a good home 
1930’s flatbed model engineer’s lathe. 
Contact - Clive Lee email: steamboatclive@hotmail.com  

Contents / Editorial / For Sale 



 
 

Goodwin Park News Spring 2016 Page 4 
 

From the Chair 

Once again the time comes around for me to write another little missive for our 
magazine. So just to remind myself what I had to do, I had a quick look at my 
offering from this time last year. And I have to admit to being slightly surprised to 
be reminded of what was happening then. Needless to say, it is similar this year, 
with one major difference; the weather! It cannot have escaped your notice, that 
the last 3 months have been rather wet, as a consequence our members’ day on 
January 1st was a near wash out, with only one brave soul venturing out on the 
track and now the ground is in such a terrible state that even the local dog walkers 
appear to have gone elsewhere! And yet, maintenance work continues. 
 
So, for a quick round up. The main task at this time of year is normally track 
maintenance, however, this year the weather and ground conditions have 
precluded a lot of that, but hopefully we will get lucky and be able to complete 
some of the outstanding work. However indoor work has progressed, with 
locomotive maintenance being progressed and the opportunity taken to repaint 
the clubhouse floor; further work has also been done in the store, towards 
completing the improvements to the locomotive storage and racking. My thanks 
have to go to those members who have given their time to see this level of progress, 
much however remains to be done. Away from the track, further maintenance is 
also being progressed on the passenger stock bogies. Also 2 new vehicle bodies are 
nearing completion, the necessary bogies are also in production so we should soon 
have a slightly greater capacity on the service trains. Speaking of which, all too 
soon April will be here and with it the start of the 2016 running season. What will 
it bring? Of that we cannot be sure, but we need to be as prepared as we can be, so 
we need to complete as much of the maintenance as we can and then in the last 
weeks of March the final tidying and preparation ready for the first Sunday of April, 
which this year is the 3rd and as I have said, it will be here all too soon. 
 
Another event in January, was our AGM. Again the weather seemed to have an 
impact on attendance as there were dire warnings of disruption to travel issued 
and I suspect that this was contributory in our only just achieving a quorum for 
the evening. By the end of business, the committee had been re-elected unchanged 
and the non-committee roles fulfilled with a couple of changes. You will find a full 
list of the committee and other roles at the end of this item. One topic that I 
stressed at the meeting and I will repeat here; is the need for more members to be 
prepared to ‘lend a hand’ and take an active part in the running of the club. 

From the Chair  
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Although there are vacancies on the committee that would benefit from being 
filled, there are as ever, many other ways of taking that active part,  including 
helping on public running days, helping with grounds maintenance (Tuesdays), 
helping with track and stock maintenance and the one thing that everyone can do, 
simply publicising the club. Remember; “It’s your club, it can only be as good as 
you make it”. 
 
And so to some forthcoming events. As I write this, I am also thinking about the 
forthcoming exhibition at Liskeard. As usual, this will be held at the community 
college on the first weekend in March, being the 5th and 6th. Our space has been 
allocated so this is the first opportunity for this year to publicise ourselves and 
hopefully gain some more support. The next event will be our Bits ‘n Pieces 
evening on March 22nd; remember that this is your opportunity to come and share 
your latest creation with the rest of the membership, or to bring your latest 
problem and hopefully get an answer! Then, all too soon the 2016 public running 
season will begin, on April 3rd, let’s just hope that the weather improves sufficiently 
that the ground dries up a bit and we can get everything ready in time. 
 
And now for something completely different! Rubbish! We all create it; but what 
happens when it finally disappears round the corner, on the back of a lorry? Well, 
thanks to the kindness of one of our members, 3 of us have just had the chance to 
find out, and now here is yours! If sufficient members are interested, I am prepared 
to organise a visit (or more if required), to the new Devonport, Energy from Waste 
plant. Remember that this facility takes waste, not just from Plymouth, but also a 
large part of Western Devon and even Torbay. The ideal group size is between 10 
and 15 and the introductory talk and tour round the facility lasts 2 to 2½ hours. 
Whilst this would normally take place on a working day, they would try to 
accommodate evening or weekend visits. So, if you are interested, please let me 
know as soon as possible, giving the number of individuals wishing to visit 
(including yourself) and your preferred time and alternatives as (working day 
[including day/am/pm], half term, evening or weekend) and I will try to 
accommodate as many options as possible and note that there is no charge for this. 
(email me at ijefferson@hotmail.com to book) 
  
Finally, a few weeks ago, whilst at Goodwin Park, a member of the public turned 
up and gave us a pile of magazines. These turned out to be bound copies of ‘The 
Railway Magazine’, for the years 1963 to 1969. I took the opportunity to borrow 
and look through them. To me they made most interesting reading, as they 

From the Chair  

mailto:ijefferson@hotmail.com
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included significant content relating to the North East (which I left in 1963) and 
obviously covered the transition from steam to diesel. There are also articles about 
the fledgling preservation groups, including a number about the Dart Valley and 
its official opening. A most interesting wander down memory lane! So why not take 
your own trip and either buy them or as I did borrow them and return for someone 
else to enjoy. They are in the clubhouse, first come, first served! 
 
Enjoy your hobby and support your own club. I hope to see you soon. 
 
Ian. 
 
Committee and other roles:- 
 
Chairman  Ian Jefferson 
Vice Chairman Nick Hill 
Secretary Ursula Brown 
Treasurer John Briggs 
Track Marshal Selwyn Brown 
Committee Allan Smith 
Committee Bob Masters 
Committee Chris Nash 
Committee Charles Palin 
 
Editor  Dave Biss 
 
Web  John Briggs 
 
Membership Sue Jefferson 
 
Insurance Aidan Hall 
 
Scrutineers Malcolm Preen & Aidan Hall 
 
Tool loan Peter Kempe 
 
Boiler Testing Ian Jefferson & Rob Hitchcock 

From the Chair  
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Dobwalls Update 
John Briggs 

 Many of us recall the 71/4” gauge miniature steam railway at Dobwalls 
known as the Forest Railway. It opened in the Spring of 1970 and expanded 
steadily through the 70’s to become one of Cornwall’s top visitor attractions. When 
the Union Pacific line was opened in 1979, the inaugural train pulled out with more 
than 100 passengers on board driven by the owner, John Southern.  
 
 The heyday of the railway was undoubtedly in the 1980’s and the first half 
of the ’90’s, when it became known as the Dobwalls Family Adventure Park. But 
times were changing as a lot of new attractions opened their doors in Cornwall and 
competition from cheap overseas holidays also had an effect. By the turn of the 
century numbers began to dwindle and I remember one of the owner’s sons telling 
me that his father made more money from selling art by himself at the Thorburn 
collection, which was on site, than the railway which, with all the new visitor 
attractions up and running, took 50 people to run it. On a sad day in May, 2006, the 
railway closed never to re-open and the Southern family tried to diversify by 
selling log cabins on the site. Unfortunately this attempt coincided with a recession 
and only two of the cabins were sold and the park went into receivership. 
 
 The locomotives, stock and track were sold and briefly went to a garden 
centre in Dorset but a lack of capital and planning issues with the local council 
forced another sale, this time to owners near Melbourne, Australia. It is established 
there as a private collection and there are attempts to open a showpiece miniature 
line at the Puffing Billy Railway which has also fallen foul of the planning 
authorities. 
 
 The Dobwalls site was sold in 2013 to a Dorset based development 
company selling eco-cabins and marketed as ‘Southern Halt’. If you want to know 
more detail there is an interesting article in the magazine ‘Miniature Railway’ -  
(www.miniature-railway.com ) written by John Oliver, a driver at Dobwalls for 
twenty years from 1976.  See issue MR32 Spring 2016. 
 
JB 

  

Dobwalls Update  

http://www.miniature-railway.com/
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Working the night shift 
Aidan Hall  

Some of you may be aware that I volunteer down at the South Devon Railway, 
Buckfastleigh on a regular basis.  The long term plan is to train as a fireman 
however at the moment I assist on shed as a cleaner with the odd trip out on the 
engines. 
The railway 
recently had its 
winter steam 
festival and I put in 
my availability to 
assist with the 
event.  I was given 
the shift of 
overnight shed 
preparation which 
was from 11.30pm 
on the 19 February 
to 8.30am on 20 February.  I’ve never had to do a night shift so I asked around on 
how to prepare for such a shift.  The general advice was to rest up on the day of the 
shift and then catch up on sleep the day after! 
 
Having rested during the afternoon I made my way to the railway and booked on 
at 10.45pm.  The railway had 2 guest engines as well as 4 of its own.  They were: 

 1450 14xx GWR 0-4-2T – Guest from the Severn Valley Railway 
 4612 GWR 8750 Class 0-6-0PT – Guest from the Bodmin and Wenford 

Railway 
 1369 GWR 0-6-0PT 1366 Class 
 3205 GWR 0-6-0 2251 Class 
 L92 (5786) 0-6-0 57xx Class In London Transport livery 
 6412 0-6-0 64xx Class 

The shed was a hive of activity as the crews, which included Alan Smith, were just 
finishing shunting the engines onto shed. Once the engines were in situ the kettle 
was put on for a cuppa! 

Night Shift  
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Once the crews had booked off there was myself and driver Charlie Dennis left on 
shed to carry out the preparations for the next day.  We were meant to have a 
fireman on duty but this turn was not filled. 
 
We initially had some basic maintenance to carry out on two engines which had 
each dropped a fire bar.  This was advised to us by the departing crews.  They were 
straight forward to resolve although the fireboxes were still very warm. 
 
The evening/ morning progressed gradually with us working towards lighting the 
fires in each of the 6 engines after 3am.  After the fires were lit the task was to bring 
the boiler pressure round slowly so that the morning crews could book on and 
have a fire ready to work with.  The other thing to watch for was to not get too 
much pressure too soon as blowing off on shed is not the done thing! 

We were under 
instruction not to 
clean the engines as 
this fitted in with 
the 1950’s theme so 
with the fires 
burning nicely we 
both proceeded to 
oil up the engines.  
Not all the engines 
were over the pit 
and two of the 
engines were out in 

the yard.  Oiling up is a great chance to get up close to the workings of the engine.  
You need an experienced crew member to show you where all the oiling points are 
as some are not immediately obvious.  On the pannier tanks the eccentrics are 
tucked in a lot tighter underneath the boiler than say on 3205.  It took several 
attempts to slide in under the boiler but it was possible (not for claustrophobics)!! 
With fires lit and oiling under way the night went fairly swiftly.  We had a lunch 
break at 3am which was a novelty.  After 5.30am the first crew booked on with 
others crews coming in after 6.30am.  Most of the engines had been coaled up the 
night before so only one engine needed coaling in the morning.  We gradually 
handed over the engines for the day and were able to finish up after 8.30am.  As a 
reward for completing the shift I took myself over to the cafe for an engineman’s 
breakfast which hardly touched the sides!  

Night Shift  
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Club Visiting (ESSME) 
John Briggs 

There was a comment in a recent 
Southern Federation newsletter that 
club members do not visit other clubs as 
freely as they once used to do. The 
reason is not known, but it seems a pity 
as my recent visits to other clubs have 
been very interesting and informative 
and offer an extension of one’s interest in the hobby. 

My most recent visit was to the Bath & West 
Showground near Shepton Mallet, home of 
the East Somerset Society of Model 
Engineers or esmee.org.uk I have attached 
photos of the visit and, if you like what you 
see, look out for their ‘Open Weekend’ 
which is an annual event and took place this 
year in early October. An application form 
can be downloaded on line and then all you 
need is your boiler certificate and a copy of 

our club’s insurance policy. The journey time by road was just 2 hours which can 
fit quite well as the event is from 10 am to 5 pm. 
Their club is a relative newcomer being 
about twelve years old, however much 
has been achieved as you can see. The 
site offers a half mile track, an extensive 
shunting yard and spacious buildings 
for meetings, catering and storage, 
some of it on three levels. Running 
public trains alongside events held at 
the Showground must be a good source 
of income supplementing the current 
annual subscription of £28. 
If you do make a visit you can be sure of a warm welcome and a well organised 
event. In October the traction engines attending were in double figures but only 
five 5” gauge locomotives turned out. 

East Somerset Society of Model Engineers  
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East Somerset Society of Model Engineers  
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Club Diary Dates 2016 

13/3/16 Committee meeting 

22/3/16 Members’ Evening – Bits & Pieces 

17/3/16 End of Spring Term – TorBridge High 

3/4/16 Public Running Sunday 

10/4/16 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 

14/4/16 Start of Summer Term – TorBridge High 

17/4/16 Public Running Sunday 

1/5/16 Public Running Sunday 

2/5/16 Bank Holiday 

8/5/16 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 

19/5/16 Torbridge High – last of first half Summer term 

15/5/16 Public Running Sunday 

24/5/16 Summer Magazine press date 

30/5/16 Bank Holiday 

9/6/16 Torbridge High – start of second half Summer term 

5/6/16 Public Running Sunday 

12/6/16 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 

19/6/16 Public Running Sunday 

30/6/16 End of Summer Term – TorBridge High 

 
 
The "Tuesday Gang" 
Meet weekly at the track from 10:15 to 12:15. The jobs tackled include mowing, 
DIY on the building, maintenance of locos and rolling stock, painting bridges etc.  
 
PMS Club Meetings 
Church of the Holy Spirit, Flamborough Road, Southway, 
Plymouth (near Shopping Centre). 
22nd March 2016: “Bits & Pieces” Evening - 7:30pm start 
 
Workshop Evenings 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’, Plymouth. 
£25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. Thursday eves (6:30-8:30pm) during 
term time. For dates see above 

Diary 


