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The newsletter of Plymouth Miniature Steam. Published quarterly (normally 
March, June, September & December) and issued free to members. Cut-off date 
for submissions is 24th of the preceding month (i.e. Feb, May, Aug & Nov). 
 
We  operate  a  ground  level  track  of  approximately  half  a  mile  in  length  at  
our  site  at  Pendeen Crescent,  Southway,  Plymouth,  with  facilities  for  3½,  5  
and  7¼  inch  gauges.  
Public running occurs on the first and third Sundays of each month, from April 
until the end of October. 
For further details and membership information, please contact Ian Jefferson 
(01752-788862) or Malcolm Preen (01752-778083). 
 
Current Membership Rates - Adult £20.00, Junior £8.00. 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’ (was Estover 
Community College), Plymouth, £25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. 
 
Editor:  Dave Biss, Sunnyside, The Crescent, Crapstone, YELVERTON, 

Devon, PL20 7PS. 
Tel: 01822 854433.       Email -  pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Web - www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk 
We also operate an email message service within the membership; if you wish to 
join, please send an email to jbmon@btinternet.com  
Please note that contributions reflect the views of the writer and are not 
necessarily endorsed by the Company. 
Trading Post - Members advertisements for models and other related items are 
published free.  
Non-members £1 per entry. Trade, by arrangement. All items for inclusion to be 
sent to the Editor.  
Plymouth Miniature Steam, a Company limited by guarantee, registered in 
England No. 3360128 
 

Your Committee for 2015: 
Ian Jefferson – Chairman; Nick Hill – Vice Chairman 
Ursula Brown – Secretary; John Briggs – Treasurer; Selwyn Brown –Track Marshal 
Bob Masters; Alan Smith; Chris Nash; Charlie Palin Jnr; Sue Jefferson – Membership Sec 
 
Front cover: Severn Valley Railway (Photo: Alan Davis) 

Club Details 

mailto:pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk/
mailto:jbmon@btinternet.com
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Editorial 

Ted has found some interesting snippets about model engineering in our area 
from the inter-war years (see p13). Much has changed, including it seems the 
Secretary’s address from 1938/9 (which appears to be one of the streets 
removed from the city by the Luftwaffe & bulldozers?). I do like some of the 
polite phrases such as: “Prospective members in the Plymouth area are cordially 
invited to communicate with the Hon. Secretary . . .” and “Enquiries are invited 
and a cordial welcome assured . . . “– Perhaps we should adjust our application 
and renewal forms accordingly?  
I do wonder if there is any sort of connection between Devonport & District 
SM&EE / Plymouth SM&EE and our current club? 
 
Happy Steaming!  

Contents / Editorial 
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From the Chair 

2015 and another year to review! 

It is hard to believe that 2015 is approaching its close and that we are now into 

the ‘winter maintenance’ period. Throughout the year we have had very busy 

public running Sundays, with the numbers of rides breaking records on a 

seemingly regular basis. We thought that we may have rounded off the year 

with a relatively easy day, but that proved not to be the case. That rides record 

was absolutely smashed and those of us there on the day knew it! The final 

outcome being that the rides total for 2015 exceeds last year, by over 20%. As 

I have said before, this is very good from the financial perspective, but it does 

take its toll of the members, the locomotives, stock and facilities; hence we do 

have quite a bit of maintenance! 

Away from the public running days, the members’ Sundays have been fairly 

well attended, but unfortunately the July barbeque day was the one real 

washout of the year. This unfortunately also impacted our plans for a small 

celebration of 25 years at Goodwin Park. The result was that cutting of the 

celebration cake was held over to the Exhibition Sunday in September. We 

also had a couple of special events through the year with a visit from the 

Northolt club in July and the Barnardo’s group at Oakwood School in August, 

both groups enjoying their day, so much so that Barnardo’s are already 

looking forward to their visit next year! 

Thankfully we continue to be able to enjoy the facilities offered by Torbridge 

School on a Thursday evening, with quite an assortment of activities taking 

place. Numbers attending have dropped very slightly, but it is still financially 

viable and does return a small profit for the club. Please remember that this is 

a good opportunity to get some work done on your project, particularly if it is a 

job that requires some assistance, or if you are having a problem and need 

some guidance. Another opportunity being our 2 social evenings through the 

year, the Bits ‘n Pieces evening in March and general evening in October; this 

year John gave us a very interesting talk, with insight into the life and times of 

From the Chair  
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the Brunels, I did try to persuade him to write it up to include in these pages at 

some time, for the benefit of those who could not attend on the day. 

And so we come up to date with the start of the maintenance. Here in mid 

November a start has already been made with a number of lengths of track 

receiving attention; overhanging trees being trimmed; decking and handrail 

repairs to both bridges in progress; the clubhouse has received a lick of paint 

and new lighting is being installed as well! However, this is just the start; the 

bridges need to be completed, more track needs attention, the locomotives 

need their regular maintenance as do the passenger vehicles and as the 2016 

season approaches there will be a lot of tidying to do as well as giving the 

outside of the building a lick of paint! Above all, this cannot be completed 

without your help! As work will probably have been suspended for Christmas 

by the time you read this, please listen out for the calls for assistance and 

come and lend a hand if you can. 

Talking about Christmas and hence the New Year, membership subscriptions 

are due on January 1
st
. You will either find your renewal notice with this 

(printed) magazine, or you will have received it separately. As we have now 

proved the process, we can now offer the ability to pay your subscription by 

direct transfer if you so wish (cash or cheques are equally acceptable). If you 

do wish to pay by direct transfer, please read the renewal notice carefully to 

ensure you get the correct details and also send the requested emails, in 

order that we can verify and record your payment. 

So, looking forward to the New Year; as I have already said, help will be 

needed with the track and grounds maintenance, so if you can spare some 

time either on one of the working Sundays or a Tuesday morning  it would be 

much appreciated. As for other dates in the early part of 2016, the AGM is 

booked for January 26
th
, the Liskeard exhibition is scheduled for March 5

th
 and 

6
th
, with our own Bits ‘n Pieces evening on March 22

nd
 and eventually the start 

of the 2016 running season on April 3
rd

. 

And now we come to the perennial pleas that are made at this time of year. 

We would benefit from an increase in the committee membership; we have 3 

such vacancies and there are a variety of roles that can be taken, remember 

From the Chair  
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that this is your opportunity to influence the direction that we take; there are 

also roles that need to be fulfilled that need not be committee posts. All these 

jobs need to be done and there are those members who are covering a 

multiplicity of roles or are continuing after many years and would appreciate a 

relief. Please give this some consideration and if you can help, please let 

myself or any other committee member know. The second plea is for 

members to assist with the public running Sundays; setting up, running the 

day and tidying up at the end is all labour intensive and even one more person 

could make a vast difference, especially when as has happened, we get 

hundreds of people looking for a ride, in many cases it just needs people to be 

there to do some of the odd jobs as well as taking an active part in the running 

of the day. 

As you are doubtless aware, we have for a number of years now supported a 

nominated charity each year. This year, even after several attempts, the 

charity that had been nominated could not be contacted. As an expedient we 

therefore made contact with ‘Children’s Hospice South West’ and they 

became the beneficiary of this year’s donation. We are therefore looking to 

which charities to support over the next few years and we already have one 

nomination in the form of ‘Devon Freewheelers’ a group of motorcyclists, who 

transport emergency medical supplies out of normal hours. We would however 

like to have a list of small, local charities that we can support over the next few 

years; so if you have such a ‘pet’ charity, please let any member of the 

committee know, then we can add it to the list for the future. 

And so to the longer term future. In the summer, we had the opportunity to 

acquire a third, part built Wren at an extremely advantageous price. The plan 

for this is twofold; ultimately to provide a third steam locomotive for the club 

and in the shorter term to provide an opportunity for the membership, in 

particular some of the juniors, to share in the construction and learn along the 

way. Hopefully much of the work can be done at Torbridge, but there are 

going to be some components that will have to be dealt with elsewhere. I have 

volunteered to ‘manage’ this build, but the essential thing is to have members 

who are prepared to take an active part in the construction; I already have 3 

From the Chair  
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names, but if you would like to add your name to the list, please let me know 

and we can then get this under way. 

Well I certainly feel that I have scribbled quite a bit here, so I will wind up with 

a bit of news from the wider world. I see that the smokebox door for the new 

‘Prince of Wales’ has just been pressed at Buckfastleigh. Details and 

photographs of the pressing process can be seen on the website at 

http://www.p2steam.com/news/current-news/116-smokebox-door-pressed. I 

bet things were a bit warm that day! So I will stop now and get back to 

finishing off my latest creation. Weather permitting it may see the light of day 

on January 1
st
, otherwise it will have to wait for the Liskeard exhibition. 

Wishing you all the best for Christmas and the New Year. 

Ian. 

  

From the Chair  

http://www.p2steam.com/news/current-news/116-smokebox-door-pressed
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Lynton & Barnstaple Gala 
Ted Lawrence 

The photographs taken on 26th Sept on the L & B Railway.  There were record 
numbers of visitors/passengers on the Saturday, well over 900.  For a change it 
was a warm sunny day; rather than wind, rain and cold. 
 

 
 
On the left Ffestiniog Railway, Hunslet built locomotive “Blanche” (ex Penrhyn 
Quarry) arrives at Woody Bay Station on a passenger train from Killington 
Lane.  On right resident locomotive “Isaac” built by Bagnall in 1952, waits with a 
goods train. 
  
  

Northolt Club Visit  

L&B Gala  
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100_2913   -  “Blanche” on the 
shed road being fuelled and 
watered ready for its next 
passenger run to Killington 
Lane. 

 
 
                         
 
 
 
 

 
 

Blanche leaves - “Blanche” heads a 
four coach train from Woody Bay 

for Killington Lane. 

L&B Gala  
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Quetzal 
Alan Davis  

 
Photo: 
Quetzal after 
restoration 
August 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text from Steam Boat Association of GB “Steam Boat Register”: 

Hull: Launch. Torbay Class designed by Louis Gale at Paignton Harbour in 1930. 
Built 1930 by Louis Gale Boatyard at Paignton Harbour. Fitted out 2014 by Alan 
Davis at Harrowbarrow Cornwall. LOA: 20' 0". LWL: 19' 0". Beam: 6' 0". Draft: 2' 
0". Displacement: 1860 lbs. Carvel construction. Hull purchased in April 2011 in 
very poor condition. Restored and converted to accept steam plant by owner. 
Restoration completed September 2014. 
Boiler: SBA VFT103 designed by Kevin Slater. Built 2014 by Steamwell Boilers at 
Chew Stoke. Coal fired, 150 psi. Steel barrel. Steel tubes. Welded steel, expanded 
tubes construction, condensing, engine driven pump, hand pump. 
Engine: Compound. 2.5" + 4" X 3". Built by J.V. Hodgkinson. 6A design by Stuart 
Turner. 4 HP. Purchased from John Hodgkinson in 2012. 
Propeller: Bronze, 3 blades, 18" X 24", Left Hand, 1.25" Stainless Steel shaft. 
Stern tube and shaft by Teignbridge Engineering Newton Abbott 2013. 
History: Quetzal was originally built as a Torbay Handicap Class racing yacht. 
She has a racing history in Torbay dating back to the 1930s .Purchased by me in 
very poor condition in April 2011 lying in a farm yard near Totnes South Devon. 
Totally rebuilt and converted to accept a steam plant by owner. 
Restoration/conversion completed September 2014.  

Northolt Club Visit  Quetzal  
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`Huge’ Union Pacific Trains in an Attic in Torquay 
Michael Bryant 

A few years ago I was very impressed with a friend’s HO (1/87) scale 

American model railway. 

With plenty of space in our roof, a sturdy floor was built using materials 

from a Public Building which was being demolished in Torquay. 

The following photographs give an impression of the area near Los 

Angeles Union Passenger Terminal and the climb into the Tehachapi 

Mountains. 

 

Recently I have been 

converting to Digital 

Command Control which 

greatly increases the 

realism and makes it 

possible to put on an 

interesting show. 

Please contact me on 

01823 298105 if you 

would like to visit. 

 

 

Los Angeles in Torquay  
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Los Angeles in Torquay  
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Some early records of Model Engineering in Plymouth 
Researched by Ted Lawrence 

Reproduced by kind permission of MyTimeMedia  

Early SMEE Clubs  



 
 

Goodwin Park News Winter 2015 Page 14 
 

Membership Renewals 
 

As we send out the Christmas Newsletter, I am writing to remind you of membership 

renewals for 2016. Subscriptions become due on January 1
st
. Those members 

attending on New Years’ Day who have not already paid, or do not do so on the day, 

are technically not members and hence not insured! 
 

Just to remind you that the membership rates for the coming year are – 

Adult Membership £20 

Junior Membership £8 (age 12 – 18 and in full time education) 
 

Please make cheques payable to ‘Plymouth Miniature Steam’ and send with your 

renewal form which is with this magazine (or will have been sent separately) to   
 

Mrs S. J. Jefferson 

99 Wentwood Gardens 

Thornbury 

Plymouth 

Devon 

PL6 8TE 

 

Now, you can also pay by direct bank transfer. The bank account and sort code are on 

the renewal notice along with the unique reference that you must quote in order that 

we can correctly assign your payment. Most internet banking facilities allow sufficient 

space that you can list multiple references if you are paying for additional family 

members. Please also send an email as requested in order that we can check your 

payment. 
 

An SAE for the return of your membership card would be appreciated. Otherwise your 

card will be included with the Spring issue of the newsletter, note that this can not 

happen if you receive your copy electronically so please either supply an SAE or 

arrange to collect it by other means.. Please remember that early renewal helps to keep 

costs down. 
 

Thank You. 
 

Sue Jefferson 
 

  

A cordial invitation to contact the Membership Secretary 
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West Somerset Railway 
Ted Lawrence 

Photographs taken on Friday 2nd October at Minehead 

 

 

 

 

 

An 0-4-0 Peckett 
built loco finished in 
S & D Rly colours in 

the sidings at 
Minehead. 

 

 

 

 

 

A superbly 
restored S & D 
Rly six wheel 
coach in the 
siding at 
Minehead 

West Somerset Railway  
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“Tornado” at Minehead 
Station, having arrived 
with 9-50 a.m. 
departure from Bishops 
Lydeard.  It then 
returned on the 12-45 
p.m. departure from 
Minehead to Bishops 
Lydeard.  We travelled 
on both of these 
trains.  Quite 
impressive.  

  

West Somerset Railway  
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Maintenance Days 
Selwyn Brown 

Track Marshall.  

Plymouth Miniature Steam 1st November 2015 Maintenance day. 
Maintenance at the railway started in great earnest today taking full advantage of 
the fine weather. 
 
Here are a few photographs capturing some of today’s activities. 
 

Branches cut back that were 
overhanging the railway 
track. 
 
 
 
 
 

And then trimmed to a 
manageable size. 

 
 

Some people 
were working so 
hard they almost 
disappeared 
from sight!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Painting of the new bridge metal plating commenced. 
Hopefully this job will not take as long as the Tamar or 

Forth railway bridge. 
 

Track Maintenance  
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Decisions were taken on where exactly to start. 

 

 

And then after a few 
hours of work digging 
down to find the 
foundations, the track 
was gone!  

 

 
 
 
And now all we need to do is put it back………… 

 
Roll on the next maintenance day. 

 
Plymouth Miniature Steam Maintenance day 15 November 2015 

Another very productive day despite the inclement weather. 

 

 

Previously worked on track sections were 

prepared for the reintroduction of the rail section 

by drilling and gluing metal studding in place 

ready for the rail to be aligned and welded back 

into position. 

 

Track Maintenance  
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Track and rail joints that were slightly loose 

were investigated to find that another 15m of 

track requires the top concrete screed to be 

removed and the concrete base reinforced with 

metal studding prior to welding and aligning the 

track back into position. 

 

 

 

 

 

Work on the new handrail/ barrier for 

the bridge access to the carpark seemed 

to have Darth Vader helping, however the 

Chairman is a bright spark in the welding 

department! 

 
 
 
Track Maintenance 29th November 2015 

There were nine of us on a blustery but mostly dry day on Sunday, allowing work 
to proceed on both bridges and three areas of track plus further progress in the 
building. Bob Sims is the welder supported by Nick Hill with the grinder, and Pete 
Kempe and Mick Prin. Some rail needs relaying next Sunday and the welded 
sections will need cement screed. Come and join the track gang for fresh air, 
exercise and keep PMS running on the rails. John Briggs  
 

Track Maintenance  
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Track and site repairs continue at a pace at Goodwin Park today (29th Nov). 
Rotten wooden bridge sides were removed prior to new timber being fitted. 
 
The new metal handrail on the 

Carpark Bridge was painted. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Some people were working so hard removing the 
excess banks alongside the railway they had to 
“Phone a friend”. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

But look how much better that curve looks 
now, this will stop the running boards catching.  

Track Maintenance  
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Two lengths of rail were levelled and aligned, before 

welding into 

position. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not all activity was confined to the 

outdoors. There was some indoor activity 

too; however this door has been removed 

to allow new hinges to be fitted. In the 

intervening time some sort of whistling is 

required whilst the room is in use! 

 

 

 

The great news is that the day was very productive and it can be repeated. Many 

thanks to all the volunteers who are preparing our railway for next year. 

Come and join in too. 
Selwyn, Track Marshall. 

Track Maintenance  
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The Tow Bar (not as simple as it seems) 
John Briggs 

I have to plead guilty to a couple of lash-ups with 
my tow bars that have caused derailments. I 
suppose as you approach the end of a build the 
need to steam around the rails becomes more 
urgent and finding something to connect the 
rolling stock can be a hurried affair. The first 
photo shows a pinned extension to the tow bar 
that will kink whenever the trolley overtakes the 
engine when the regulator is shut. Pushing the 
engine away by hand will save the day, but the 
sideways, or lateral forces, from the bar can twist 
the engine off the track. This did not bother my 
Sweet Pea at all but the much lighter Polly I fell off 

on a decline very easily. Attempting to secure the pinned joint tightly with lock 
nuts does not work either so I made a rigid bar as shown in the second photo. 
The rigid bar was carefully pinned to locomotive and trolley with fitted pins. This 
also is a great mistake as one quickly realises if you assume that the weight of the 
trolley plus driver will always be greater than the engine. The fitted pins 
effectively join the two vehicles as a single beam. Imagine what happens if the 
engine meets a sharp incline - the front wheels of the engine and the rear wheels 
of the trolley will start to take the load with all the wheels in between being 
progressively lifted off the track. It’s probably even worse if we meet a sharp 
decline as the front wheels of the engine will be unable to follow it down and in 
the extreme case will be hanging in the air. The same reasoning applies if one rail 
is lower than another - one of the two vehicles must twist relative to the other 
which will be resisted by the pins so the wheels on one side will again lift off the 
track. 
The solution is to fit the rigid bar but provide plenty of room around the pins so 
that the engine and 
trolley can twist 
and lift freely 
relative to one 
another. 
  

Coupling Bars  
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Club Diary Dates 2015: 

1/1/2016 Members’ day 

7/1/2016 TorBridge High - Start of Spring Term  

26/1/2016 AGM 

11/2/16 Torbridge High – last of first half term  

14/2/16 Committee meeting 

24/2/16 Press Date for Spring Magazine 

25/2/16 Torbridge High – start of second half of term 

5-6/3/16 Liskeard exhibition 

13/3/16 Committee meeting 

22/3/16 Members’ Evening – Bits & Pieces 

17/3/16 End of Spring Term – TorBridge High 

3/4/16 Public Running Sunday 

10/4/16 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 

TBA Start of Summer Term – TorBridge High 

17/4/16 Public Running Sunday 

1/5/16 Public Running Sunday 

2/5/16 Bank Holiday 

8/5/16 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 

 
 
The "Tuesday Gang" 
Meet weekly at the track from 10:15 to 12:15. The jobs tackled include mowing, 
DIY on the building, maintenance of locos and rolling stock, painting bridges etc.  
 
PMS Club Meetings 
Church of the Holy Spirit, Flamborough Road, Southway, 
Plymouth (near Shopping Centre). 

26th January 2016: AGM - 7:30pm start 
22nd March 2016: “Bits & Pieces” Evening - 7:30pm start 
 
Workshop Evenings 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’, Plymouth. 
£25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. Thursday eves (6:30-8:30pm) during 
term time. For dates see above 
  

Diary 
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SL Galant at Lerryn, near Fowey 

Photo: Dave Biss 

 

 

 

 A well-known local landmark 

& a part of the October talk 

Photo: John Briggs 

And Finally . . .  


