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Goodwin Park News is the newsletter of Plymouth Miniature Steam. Published 
quarterly (normally March, June, September & December) and issued free to 
members. Cut-off date for submissions is 24th of the preceding month (i.e. 
Feb, May, Aug & Nov). 
We  operate  a  ground  level  track  of  approximately  half  a  mile  in  length  at  
our  site  at  Pendeen Crescent,  Southway,  Plymouth,  with  facilities  for  3½,  5  
and  7¼  inch  gauges.  
Public running occurs on the first and third Sundays of each month, from April 
until the end of October. 
For further details and membership information, please contact Ian Jefferson 
(01752-788862) or Malcolm Preen (01752-778083). 
 
Current Membership Rates - Adult £20.00, Junior £8.00. 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’ (was Estover 
Community College), Plymouth, £25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. 
 
Editor:  Dave Biss, Sunnyside, The Crescent, Crapstone, YELVERTON, 

Devon, PL20 7PS. 
Tel: 01822 854433.       Email -  pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Web - www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk 
We also operate an email message service within the membership; if you wish to 
join, please send an email to jbmon@btinternet.com  
Please note that contributions reflect the views of the writer and are not 
necessarily endorsed by the Company. 
Trading Post - Members advertisements for models and other related items are 
published free.  
Non-members £1 per entry. Trade, by arrangement. All items for inclusion to be 
sent to the Editor.  
Plymouth Miniature Steam, a Company limited by guarantee, registered in 
England No. 3360128 
 

Your Committee for 2015: 
Ian Jefferson – Chairman; Nick Hill – Vice Chairman 
Ursula Brown – Secretary; John Briggs – Treasurer; Selwyn Brown –Track Marshal 
Bob Masters; Alan Smith; Chris Nash; Charlie Palin Jnr; Sue Jefferson – Membership Sec 
 
Front cover:  First run of Aidan Hall’s Polly V at Goodwin Park 

Club Details 

mailto:pms.editor@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.plymouthminiaturesteam.co.uk/
mailto:jbmon@btinternet.com
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Editorial 

Thanks to all contributors - you are what makes this newsletter! 

This edition sees the completion of Aidan’s Polly V which has been the mainstay of 

our newsletter since I took over as editor. As a result, there will be a big gap for 

members to fill? 

 

There is a special evening cruise on board Kingswear Castle on Sat 27th June to 

celebrate 30 years steaming in preservation. It is at a reduced rate & all proceeds go 

directly to keeping KC running. All welcome – contact me for details. 

 

Happy Steaming!  

Contents / Editorial 
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From the Chair 

Once again it is time for me to pen one of my quarterly missives, to bring you up to 

date with events. So here we are, in the middle of May, with 3 public running days of 

the season completed. The first two of which were very pleasant and busy days; the 

third was damp but nonetheless still quite busy. Naturally, this is good for our 

coffers, but it did prove a bit challenging as we were ‘under powered’, with Fred 

being a bit late back from maintenance and Bob having motor and controller 

problems. Fortunately Ti was testing his battery electric locomotive, so this was 

pressed into service and acquitted itself admirably, until it too suffered a problem. 

Thankfully these situations are being resolved and hopefully we will not suffer so 

much in the future. 

Away from the track, work continues on many fronts, both at a club level and a 

personal one. At the club, work is under way to improve the storage for the 

locomotives and the numerous other items that we have. Very soon it is hoped that 

we will have a store to be ‘proud of’. On a personal level modelling activity has 

continued on many fronts and the fruits of some of this were to be seen at the 

Liskeard exhibition in March. There were a few organisational changes this year, 

which resulted in, amongst other things, the non-availability of hot food, this was a 

facility that was missed by several people so we wait to see what next year brings. 

We have also been fortunate to be able to organise a visit to the engineering 

workshops of the South Devon Railway at Buckfastleigh; this was quite well 

supported by the membership and our thanks must go to Allan Smith for taking us 

round and to John Briggs and Allan for organising it. Perhaps this is the sort of thing 

we could do more of, if so what would you like and are you able to facilitate any of 

it? Please let us know.  

I am sure most of you will be aware that we lost Don Brazier a few weeks ago, after a 

period of illness. A number of members attended his funeral and heard that he had 

had a rather more colourful life than we were aware of! Whilst not a film star, he had 

been involved with a number of films, including some very famous ones and had met 

From The Chair  
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several high profile stars. Thus, colourful to the end, there was a very unusual floral 

tribute, in the form of a steam locomotive, bearing the legend ‘T.I.E.’ which was a 

phrase used by Don for ‘Take it Easy’, a good approach to life. We have also heard 

more recently that we lost Ralph Jones early in the New Year, unfortunately we have 

no details of this, but we send our condolences to both families. 

 

From The Chair  
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Recently we were approached by a representative from one of the local factories, 

‘Schneider Electric’ who, as part of their social responsibilities, were organising a 

‘litter pick’ through the whole ‘Southway valley’, supported by the council. And so it 

was that on Friday May 8th I went and opened up the clubhouse, in order that they 

could all have a cup of tea! Thankfully the weather stayed fine and with about 20 

people working their way up and down the valley, quite a bit of rubbish was found 

‘including the kitchen sink’, in total 2 lorry loads of bagged and large rubbish was 

taken away by the council for disposal. Teas and Coffees all round was most 

definitely the order of the day, after that effort. Our thanks must go to this group for 

their time, to help keep the valley, including our track site, clear of litter and more 

substantial rubbish. 

From The Chair  
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Looking to the future, July will see 2 special events at Goodwin Park. The first on the 

12th will be our usual members’ day, but we are hoping to make this one a bit special. 

Please see John’s item for more detail! Then on Tuesday 28th, we will have visitors. 

The Northolt club have asked if they can visit us and bring some of their locomotives 

to run on our track. They try to visit a couple of clubs each year in order to 

experience the different tracks and this year they decided to come down to Devon. 

As this is a Tuesday, there should be some members there anyway, but as hosts, we 

should have as many members present as possible and we certainly need to have 

sufficient to operate the track, starting at about 9, through to about 3 or 4. If you can 

help, please let me know and let’s hope for some good weather! 

Well, that just about does it for this time, but before I go, I thought I would just share 

something that I came across in the newsletter of one of the other organisations I 

belong to. From their archives, they reprinted a recipe for ‘Breakfast off the Shovel’, 

nothing new about that I hear you say, but it does specify ‘6-8ozs of lard, depending 

on the size of shovel’, that should make the dieticians cringe! However, the 

interesting bit is the following option:-  

 

If eggs are preferred without coal dust flavour, they may be cooked 

separately. After ensuring that their shells are sound, wrap in cloth, tie to 

injector overflow pipe and turn on steam valve. Cook for 3-4 minutes as 

required. 

How long for hard boiled?  

Enjoy! 

 

  

From The Chair  
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Royal Albert Bridge Repairs 
John Briggs  

Bridge Repairs 
As a regular user of the Tamar Bridge, I have watched the slow progress of re-
painting Brunel’s 1859 original. One wonders why it takes 2 years to apply a lick of 
paint? Stopping recently in the bridge office car park, I was interested to see a large 
information board displaying the work schedule; a brief summary is shown below. As 
you will see, there is more to it than I thought! 
 
The Paint 
The finished colour is in Goose Grey, 
which has been the colour since 1911, 
although the original paint was Off - 
White and two 1 square metre patches 
of Off - White have been preserved in 
place. Twelve coats of old paint have 
been removed using 1000 tons of grit 
blast abrasive, all of it recovered by 
encapsulating the bridge and using an 
extraction system to prevent dust 
entering the river environment. 35,000 
litres of a special paint have been 
applied in 4 coats. 
 
Steelwork 
1,800 individual steel work repairs 
have been completed. This has added 
100 tonnes of new steel to the bridge 
using 50,000 new bolts, specially 
designed to resemble Victorian rivets. 
 
Management 
Network Rail and Taziker Industrial have invested 2 million hours and £10M over 2 
years in this project supported also by Plymouth City Council, Cornwall County 
Council, Saltash Town Council and English Heritage. 

Royal Albert Bridge  
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BUILDING A POLLY V – Completion and first run 
Aidan Hall  

I write this article having now completed the build on the Polly.  It’s been a big part 

of my spare time since October 2012 so it feels slightly odd not having to get 

regularly on with something.  I’m sure I will fill this time with running the engine 

instead! 

The run up to completion went as follows: 

Polish the brass dome – The dome starts off as a lost wax casting which is a rough 

finish. Polly had machined the boiler radius in advance on the underside. I made a 

wooden insert to go inside the dome so I could attach it to my lathe and use it for 

rubbing down. To achieve a good finish I started off with 60 grit emery cloth and then 

work through to 2500 grit.  Occasional pitting and imperfections in the casting 

needed to be filed 

out with a needle 

file however the end 

result was achieved 

successfully.  I 

mainly turned the 

lathe by hand as 

using the lathe 

under power did not 

allow me to rub 

down the lip of the 

dome although 

powered turning 

was useful for the 

large surface areas. 

 

Polly V  
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Lining out – I decided not 

to line out the engine 

using line transfers as 

some of the bunker angles 

on the engine were very 

different to the printed 

transfer angles.  I did 

however apply the British 

Railway’s Lion logo.  I was 

reliably advised that the 

lion should always face 

left.  I have kept to this 

tradition although the 

transfer pack did supply a lion 

facing to the right!  Having 

briefly researched the logo it 

was in use by BR between 1956 

-1965 and nicknamed “the 

ferret and dartboard”! 

The transfers were water 

transfers which needed 

applying after soaking in warm 

water.  I took time to line up 

the transfers and used masking 

tape patches on the engine to 

show the mid-point on the tank.  Prior to applying I had to gently rub down the paint 

to take the shine off. 

 

After applying the transfers I then realised that they would not be very robust to oil 

and paraffin so I arranged to have the tanks lacquer coated (two pack lacquer).  

There was some concern on the transfers reacting with the lacquer however there 

was no reaction and everything turned out fine. 

Polly V  



 
 

Goodwin Park News - Summer 2015 Page 11 
 

I had to return one of the safety valves as it 

would not turn all the way down.  I knew it 

was the valve rather than the thread on the 

boiler after a process of elimination using 

the other valve!  The valves went back to 

Polly once more prior to getting signed off (I 

will explain later)! 

 

 

The lubricator setup went 

well following the initial 

test using paraffin to 

establish when it was 

open or shut.  Open was 

when the crosshead was 

towards the front of the 

engine whilst closed was 

when the crosshead was 

fully backwards.  I tested 

the displacement of the 

oiler with some oil and 

held the spring/ ball 

bearing in place.  Proving if this was 

sufficient would only come by actual 

running. 

     

  

Polly V  
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The smokebox needed to be airtight so I 

used Boss White to seal around the 

steam and exhaust pipes which came in 

through the bottom of the smokebox. It 

was fiddly to get behind the pipes 

however I used a small dental mirror to 

check it had gone all the way round. 

 

I was fortunate to be offered a wooden 

carry box which fitted the engine.  It 

needed some minor adaption to allow 

for easy access and the insertion of 

some rail.  I also made preparations at 

home to allow for manoeuvring the 

engine to the car by purchasing a lifting 

table and building some wooden ramps. 

Being able to 

manoeuvre the 

engine allowed me 

to take it outside 

and carry out a 

simple pressure 

test.  I had been 

advised to do this 

to eliminate 

anything that I may 

have missed 

tightening and to 

highlight any leaks.  

The test simply 

involved blanking 

Polly V  
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off the safety valves, filling the boiler full with water and then hand pumping the 

water to put pressure into the system.  I only went to around 15 psi. 

 

I am pleased to 

confirm I only had 

one drip from the 

steam turret and 

this appeared to be 

down to me 

overlooking the 

joint for thread lock 

and seal.  This was 

quickly remedied 

and I tested the 

engine again and 

“no leaks”! 

 

 

I ordered my riding 

truck from Abbots 

Model Engineering 

(http://www.ametrains.co.uk/ ).  I decided to buy a truck rather than make one as 

time was precious.  I was going to use a straight piece of metal bar as a draw bar for 

attaching the truck to the engine however Colin recommended a design from Model 

Polly V  

http://www.ametrains.co.uk/
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Engineer which was spring loaded.  The 

plans were easy to follow and I would 

recommend the design. 

 

With the final preparations made I 

arranged for the engine to be tested and 

this was the first week in April.  The 

hydraulic test went well although I did 

wince as we reached 150psi! Ian was very 

patient during the test (thank you Ian).  I certainly had exam nerves!!  The test 

revealed a leak on 

the gauge glass as 

I had only done 

up the brass nuts 

finger tight.  This 

was easily 

remedied by 

further 

tightening.   

The steam test 

revealed that the 

safety valves 

were blowing off a 70 

psi rather than 90 psi.  

The valves would not 

allow for further 

adjustment so after 

discussions with Polly 

the valves were 

returned and I gather 

a tap run down the 

threads. 

Polly V  
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The engine 

passed its steam 

test on the 

second firing! 

 

On the second 

firing I took the 

engine for a run 

round the track.  

It was exciting 

and very 

rewarding after 

completing the 

build.  The run on the track did highlight that the spring on the pony truck was too 

soft.  I had a few occasions where the train decided to turn off the track when it 

came across points!  Thankfully I carried little speed so did not stray far. 

I have since dropped the pony truck out of the frames and removed the springs 

supplied by Polly 

(both located on the 

underside of the 

frames).  I had 

collected a few 

springs for the 

drawbar build so I 

sifted through and 

found a suitable 

replacement which 

was slightly longer 

and firmer.  The 

original spring is on 

the left and the 

Polly V  
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replacement on the right (below); the middle spring was not used.  I will test the 

result of this on the next run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well that brings the build to completion.  I would be grateful to know from the more 

experienced members any good tips for things such as what to check during running 

in as well as best practice for wintering the engine at the end of the season.  I’m 

going to shortly make a cradle so that I can fully turn the engine over for servicing 

which should keep me busy for a while! 

 

For Sale 
3 x 9 foot lengths of steel rail for 3.5” and 5” 
gauges. Ideal for garden trials. 
£15 each or £40 for three. Buyer to collect from 
PL17 8DG (near Callington) 
Photo shows 2 lengths. 
 
John Briggs 
  

Polly V/For Sale  
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Parade of Steam – 2015 
John Briggs 

It is proposed to arrange a ‘Parade of Steam’ in 2015 to mark the 25 years occupation 
of Goodwin Park. This idea received a warm welcome at the Members Evening in 
October and will go ahead in July on the second weekend of the month providing a 
sufficient number of locomotives, steam or electric, are entered. It is suggested that 
BBQ food and a cake might be provided to support the occasion, a short video clip 
taken for publicity, and even the inclusion of a fly past. It is an event for the 
membership and does not cater for the public. 
Some organisation would be necessary, depending on the numbers involved, 
however for the moment some idea of commitment is needed. This will be done by 
e-mail for those who have access to the internet; otherwise a written note with your 
subscription in January can suffice. The following details are requested: 
Your name; Locomotive gauge; steam or electric; any boiler tests necessary prior to 
July; which day, Saturday or Sunday, would you prefer to be allocated for this event? 
Also, would you prefer the usual Members Days to take place on Saturdays instead of 
Sundays as at present? 
 
Following on from the announcement in the Spring edition (available on the web 
site) it is confirmed that the ‘Parade of Steam’ will take place on the Member’s Day 
on the 12th July to coincide with the B-B-Q. To date there are potentially 6 steam 
locomotives of 5” gauge and 2 of 3.5” gauge plus one private locomotive of 7.25” 
gauge; 3 electric locomotives of 5” and 7.25” are also expected. It is hoped that 
traction engines will also be there but none are committed so far. 
More detail for the day’s arrangements will be sent by e-mail and posted on the 
noticeboard, however if you do not receive these all drivers of steam engines will be 
asked to bring a container for water to rely on whilst queuing before the station. 
Volunteers will be needed to run the B-B-Q’s, offer catering and marshal the event - 
operating the signals/points will be especially busy. If all 4 of the club’s 7.25 
locomotives are included it will be interesting to see how the steaming bays and rail 
space for a line-up will cope. If you wish to take part do let a committee member 
know or write to John at:  jbmon@btinternet.com  

Parade of Steam  
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Visit to South Devon Railway Works (Buckfastleigh) 

SDR Visit  

SDR Visit  
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SDR Visit  
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March Bits & Pieces Evening – Report 
John Briggs 

'Plymouth Miniature Steam’ sounds a little out of date but in fact a wide diversity of 
skills and interests can be demonstrated within the club. The March meeting was 
proof of this and a brief outline follows.  
Pete Read brought along his quadcopter that he designed himself, sourcing all the 
parts separately on the internet to create a quite large machine at a quarter of the 
usual retail price. Fully equipped with a stabilised camera and autopilot, it can be 
programmed for a mission using a laptop. Showing confidence in his prototype, Pete 
gave a demonstration flight within the confines of the meeting room. Using the 
internet, the overall cost has been moderate at only £100 for quite a large machine. 
It uses 3 Lipol batteries of 4.2 volts; the motors are 3 phase 
and digitally controlled. Stabilisation is provided by gimbals 
and a gyro that facilitate the use of a fitted camera. GPS is 
also fitted allowing a mission plan to be programmed so 
that the machine automatically flies a course through 
the ‘way points’ entered in the control system through a 
lap top. If you want to see it in action, Pete has been asked 
to take aerial photographs of the ‘Parade of Steam’ on the 
member’s day on the 12th July.   
Ted Lawrence presented a series of photos of a project he was involved in on the 
East Suffolk line and also a presentation case he had bought second hand and 
converted to hold his Webley and Scott pistol. The case was lockable but without the 
key so he developed a system for identifying the key shape so as to cut it himself. All 
beautifully finished off complete with a brass inlay which was another challenge. 
Malcolm Preen described how he converted an electric bike motor to drive a 71/4 
gauge locomotive that he has built around it. Again all the parts and electronics were 
sourced individually off the internet. He also designed a controller which allows a 
reverse gear, not normally available on a bike. We have not heard of anyone else 
doing this so it could be a world first. 
Ian Jefferson has been finding his way around a computer aided design software 
package called AutoSketch and produced some complex shapes in metal that had 
been cut out by laser to his CAD drawings. He also produced a 300mm digital readout 
vernier that he repaired by sourcing a replacement reading head off the internet and 
modifying the case to accommodate it so that it is now working perfectly. 

March Meeting  
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Lynton & Barnstaple Railway - Spring Gala 9th May 
Ted Lawrence 

 

 

Lynton & Barnstaple  
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Lynton & Barnstaple  
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Club Events

Parade of Steam 

Celebrating 25 years at Goodwin Park 

Sunday 12th July 2015 
Bring Your Models - Barbeque Available 

Contact John Briggs at:  jbmon@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

Members Evening 27th October 

The subject will be an illustrated talk by John Briggs on the life and 

times of the Brunels, with reference to their many engineering 

successes and the odd failure, starting with the impact of the French 

Revolution 

 

Northolt Model 
Railway Club 

Visiting Plymouth Miniature Steam at 

Goodwin Park 

On Tuesday 28th July 2015 (9am-4pm) 

If anyone is available to welcome them, then please contact Ian Jefferson 

Events  
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Club Diary Dates 2015: 
4/6/2015 Torbridge High – start of second half of term 
7/6/2015 Public Running Sunday 
14/6/2015 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 
21/6/2015 Public Running Sunday 
2/7/2015 End of Summer Term – TorBridge High 
5/7/2015 Public Running Sunday 
12/7/2015 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 
12/7/2015 Parade of Steam & Summer Barbeque  
19/7/2015 Public Running Sunday 
28/7/2015 Northolt Model Railway Club @ Goodwin Park 
2/8/2015 Public Running Sunday 
16/8/2015 Public Running Sunday 
24/8/2015 Autumn Magazine press date 
31/8/2015 Bank Holiday 
6/9/2015 Public Running Sunday 
TBA Start of Autumn Term - Torbridge High 
13/9/2015 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 
20/9/2015 Public Running Sunday and exhibition 
4/10/2015 Public Running Sunday 
11/10/2015 Committee meeting and members’ Sunday 
18/10/2015 Public Running Sunday 
27/10/2015 Members’ Evening  

 
The "Tuesday Gang" 
Meet weekly at the track from 10:15 to 12:15. The jobs tackled include mowing, DIY 
on the building, maintenance of locos and rolling stock, painting bridges etc.  
 
PMS Club Meetings 
Church of the Holy Spirit, Flamborough Road, Southway, 
Plymouth (near Shopping Centre). 
Tuesday, the 27th October: “The life and times of the Brunels” – 7:30pm 
 
Workshop Evenings 
Workshop facilities available to members at ‘Tor Bridge High’, Plymouth. 
£25 per term (10 weeks) or £3 per session. Thursday eves (6:30-8:30pm) during term 
time. For dates see above 

Diary 


